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‘Narrator--Hilma Harral--left finland in 1900 


Hilma Harral, the informant, dates her recollétions 
from 13885 to 1900. Her father was a prosperous landowner 
Hoacbactsemil!- 
whose properties extended over a egonsiderable territory in the 
Swampy lands of Northern Finland. the Harral farm, like 
others in the region, specialized in dairy products, with 
rye, oats, and barley as secondary crpps, andnwascextensive 
enough to have its own mills, and to require aS many as forty 
laborers, and six hired girls, during the harvest. In addition 
to the holdings cultivated under the dire@t supervision of the 
father, part of the land was rented to four peasant families. 
Although the rent was paid in labor on the landlord's property, 
instead of in cash, there was no servility in the tenant's rel- 
ation to the owner, as in other parts of Eastern Europe. When 
the tenant moved away, if he had built his own house, the land- 
lord was obliged to reimburse him at a fair price. 

The butter produced on the Harral farm was of such Sup- 
erior quality that a state college was establisned there to 
propagate the science of butter-making. Twelve gifl apprentices 
considered themselves fortunate to learn omepof the most highly 
respected trades in inland. Their fine product was packed 
in barrels and shipped directly to England. 

An equality in social relations was characteristic of life 
on the farn. Meals were served ah ae long table where the 
workers, hired girls, and family sat together. The children 

of the tenants, workers, and landlord shared equally their 
\\ work and phay. The men cared for the horses, and the cows, 


as the most precious animals, were -ememerebedepe the Special 
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responsibility of the women, Work was a Sacred thing for 
everyone, and Hilma learned that if she wanted to read, she 
had to Suspend her book over the Spiniuing wheel to avoid 
interruption of her spinning and carding. While all the 
girls of the household worked at their wheelsyin the evening, 
the grandmother told stories, or the mother sang folk-songs. 

In accordance with a Finnish custom, the Harral family 
derived its surname from the property it occupied. Witn 
each new residence, the family name cnanged, ~[) Hilma's 
grandmother was a bright woman despite a lack of education, 

as thezlocal 

and served £ doctor and midwife; physicians were unknown to 
those isolated regions. Her father waS a man of some education. 
His religion, like that of all Finns, was Lutherah, but for 
this he had to a large extent substituted Tolstoyan philosophy. 
The mother's religion was more conventional, and though she 
did not regularly attend church, Sundays were devoted to reading 
the Bible.) The children were forced to go to Sunday scnool, 
but their jaunt was picturesque. The giris lifted their top 
Skirts, thereby serving the double function of preserving the 
upper garment, and revealing numerous and beautiful petticoats. 


All went barefoot, slinging their shoes over their shoulders. 
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, they pulled down their skirts ee put on their 


| shoes, and squeaked into church. Oddly, the aqueakier tne 


certificates were sranted unless both the bride and groom 


Shoes, the finer they were considered. 

Though the Harrals were well-to-do farmers, their four 
children did not secure education beyond that of the elementary 
public schools. In fine weather the children wAbked the three 
miles to school barefoot. A certain degree of education was 


of Special importance for all Finnish children, as no marriage 
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could read and write. In remote districts, where there were 
no schools, house-to-house schools were gonducted by traveling 
teachers. 
oe Hilma feels sorry for as. cnildren rafiféed in this country, 
because they are deprived, in American city life, of the kinds 
of carefree pleasures which she enjoyed as a girl in Finland; 
games, tending the animals, picking pene ioueni ced by groups 


of farm children. che recalls with particular fondness her 
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native landscape, a flat country covered with forests of birch, 
| fir, and pine, and abundant with wild flowers, whe could find 
ae English word to properly describe | he midnight sun. 
the attitude ef tne Finnish people toward animals is 
particularly interesting. Cows were considered valuable enough 
to tend and house magnificently; the minister preferred them 
to all other gifts. When Hilma stole five little birds from 
a nest and g®howed them at home, Bhe was severly punisned, and 
made to restore them at once. the sale of a favorite stallion, 
although at tremendous profit, was a painful incident for the 
entire family. 
the minister, though considered necessary to tne lives of 
the people, was not ahowndtite regard accorded & the blacksmith, 
the most respected citizen in the comaunity. lo quote a common 
Finnish saying, “It 18 better to be hated by the minister than 
by the blacksmith’. There was recognition of the mercenary 
manner in which the business of God is often transacted in the 
Saying, “as bottomless as a minister's back". The blacksmith, 
on the other hand, was awaited with anticipation, and the best 


cheese-makers were put to work before his arrival,at harvest time 


aGho Ty « Betane Seow beats ,atentae nile vient 39003, 
‘el allenbuot es bisa bel “dd bw aliegen eas | srotbitds we Yo. 
suds to agaero' néoiw beweves UIs AHOd, garth 8 coqnoebmtes evidan | 
bal OL ROe Re {aromol bLiw ace srebaude one jente baa a i 

ce hia dan ta end. ed 1i0Bed. ylreqorg oF onow aartyad oat 

at a Li ins Hisrod OL TORK Hetil ent to eiudigte emt iG 
fle One efdailev ‘betebkendo erew awou” ,guitdestetat ‘Unetuotoeg 
wend beatetetq tedetuia sav iyidasoltiagsa eayed bie bres Qt 
MOLT auaid eLigit evit eLose aulih den » 6h 1Lg Tete: fie be 
bose bode tang yikeves asw ore 1 8a08 sa mond Aeneas Beis seen 4 
oobi egtrovat & to eLee, amt pate 3B mo eats ttodeon od oben: 
aiid tot daebiont sahaeiit @ 86" eLtexg evobnenend 7. guorid tg 
Vitmat etigas 


to’ wevtl exit. Od): youhaoetl boredienoo Aguoad |, teteintn ent ar. 


an 


Lid daevoald ent of ba bio9oa Sieger ofa LAwOe ton Be \elgoog out a 
nekwos @ -etop. of syslanumod @fs at pexkene betseqeer. de0m oad) 2. 
Haat were latu ‘end ut Soden wd Oh 389 ted) et oI" samtyst werent 

yianeo Tet ead ‘to wold Lagovet sex, event . dd tnosins te esis We i% 


Cee 


eae we boronenad 18g to a Sou to aaentaud eas soda id i enelae 
| sasduanioess eal. aus oie a ‘gota bn bal a aa saelnctsod ‘aaY al 
deed: edd Ana nchragionias wee betiene son ones ‘ 


ata. noted <o Me 


eats deowsan ta tevin 


ie sll 


fe 
C4) 

to prepare a fine cheese for him, 

Particularly interesting is the immaculate condition in 
which humansbeings, animals, and habitations are kept. Before 
@ workman will accept work at any place ae verifies the fact iaat 7) 
there will be a steam bath at nis disposal. Kvery day he must 
have his steam bath, and tnere is always elaborate steam-batning 
before holidays. An illustration of the attitude toward cleanli- 
ness, thrift, and work, is the tale handed down to Hilma by her 
grandmother: A man with a daughter married a woman with a 
daughter. The woman, like all Finnish women, was an efficient 
Soul, and her daugnoter, in consequence, was more able to under- 
Stand the functions of Womafikind. the two girls vied with one 
another in performing their tasks, but@& the motner naturally 
favored her wwn child. One day they were kneading bread and 
the mother said to the girls, “When you have finished, wipe 
your hands on the calf's back". There was a barrel of water 
nearby from which the calf drank, Bhatt clever daugnter washed 
her hands in the water and wiped them on the calf's back. Thus 
the water contained added nourisnamnent for the calf from the 
dough; the calf's back was clean because water had been wiped 
over his back; and the bright daughter's hands were dry. the 
Stupid daughter took her step-mother literally--wiped the dough 
off on the calf's back. ‘thus the calf was dirty, tne girl had 
hair sticking to her maida and tne calf was deprived of added 
nourishment. 

the holidays, Hilma deligntédlyyrevealed, were many in Fin- 
end Be many that she had time to tell of only a few. In general, 
many of them are remnants of the days when Finland wass under the 
Catholie church, and correspond in time, if not in content, with 


those in Catholic countries, 
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Midsummer comes on June sun) For days in advance every- 
thing 1s scrubbed with sand, so that tne sun may find it gleaming. 
All the rooms are decorated with flowers, and a fragrant type 
of leaf scattered on the floors. Fir branches are strewn on the 
porches, and the paths in the courtyard are lined witn bircen 
branches, Feasting, dancing, and singing cintinue for innumer- 
able hours. 

Christmas is a very festive occasion; the usual steam-bathing 
precedes the day of Unristmas BYe. This noliday, as do all 
Finnish holidays, lasts for two days. Everyone goes to church, 
and, upon leaving, there is racing in the sleighs. On Christmas 
Eve presents are distributed in a unique manner; the door is 
left wide open,azm& tne present thrown in, and the name of the 
of the recipient called out. The donor's identity remains a 
matter of guess-work,. There is a Santa Claus known as Joyli 
Pukks. | 

New Year's is likewise celebrated for two days and prepared 
for with Bk mass steam-bathing. One of the customs in conection 
with the other festivities is that of melting tin. The tin is 
melted, poured on the snow, and fortunes) told, based upon the 
Shape the tine assumes, as for instance, , boats mean a sea voyage. 

The Eve of Easter reveals another quaint custom. Lt is 
the time when young girls can see their sweethearts if they 
apply the proper ritual. Two mirrors are placed opposite 
one another and candles are set between then. Amidst the 
myriad reflections the figure of the sweetheart appears. 

Other types of ceremonies are abundant. One of the most 


interesting is the funeral celebration. In Hilma's time, 


eating, and singing in honor of the dead sometimes extended for 
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Hilma came to America in 1900, not peeause of any economée 
motive, but to satisfy an adventurous spirit. Her first sight of 
this country brought immediate regret. The entire landscape 
itself was so unfamiliar, and the language so strange, that she 
wanted to return immediately; only pride and the dread of being 
laughed at by her family prevented her. lo prove ner iidepend 
ence, She secured a position as cook in the nome of a small 
town politician, and was treated witn very little respect or 
consideration by her employers. the work was so difficult 
that she wore the skin off her fingers after the first week's 
employment. She was allowed very little to eat and was regarded 
as a weeg low grade type of person, fitted only for drudgery. 
However, in spite of crying herself to sleep every nigat, she 
foreed herself to remain léng enough to finance a journey to 
Spokane to join a friend from home. There she was able to 
place herself in a family whose attitude towards servants was 
much more humane; taney encouraged her to eat at table with 
them and to attend school to learn the #Hnglisn language. After 
three yearg§, she married a Finn of part Swedish extraction, whose 
occupation was piace. 

Hilma is very intelligent and adapted herself to America 
relatively rapidly. She has read a great deal in English, loves 
music, is rotund, jolly, and very much alive aa pre Pl el 
Reamer world. She has two children, both university graduates. 
As youngsters, they were taught the trinnisn language, were con- 
Stantly in the company of Finnish people, and listened to stories 
about their mother's home. Certain Finnish customs in connection 
with Christmas and New Year's were observed, but the tone of their 


lives was, in general, that of any American family. Consequently 
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as grown people, they associate almost completely witna Americans 
and are thoroughly assimilated. 

Hilma retains her national culture and habits to no exten- 
Sive degree in her present mode of life. true, most of ner 
close companions are Finnish, but their bond is not based on 
a Sentimental feeling of kinship; it is simply because of the 
ease Of finding mutual interests witn compatriots, Her love 
of cleanliness (as evidenced by an immaculate house), of the! 
muste of Sibelius, of Finnish coffee cake, and coffee are her 
most. predominaat Finnish traits. dhe loves to taa&k about 
Finland because she was extremely happy there as a girl, but a trip 
there wold interest her only as an opportunity to visit her 


relatives. 


DCE Katy Cal tek baa Bt bets 6 nad : | Raa, alt 


nee i rye te) re De ahe has Boe, Srwseic, na nt Oeris 


i 


id bela Por at nbd. had tud wld bes “actod Aust nia caches : 
Fok gill BGM AOU Vb Gah ee ht 16 £5 apse aay BETA OM, ional 
et y SOLO IN bite Ny Be ong ery ty ‘Lag gi goltals, te. aeums 
hn : (higgios ds ety sayeamibedse i ii web lve, aah a: 9a ftiasme 29 


* Near erg? re fois Ye 4 bl i Re 3 4 fins 


HAGA a ibey 3 alee te « Bart oek pa As) on tl 4 


UC Ay ae ad eer ORS ORL ta hata dednhes aint obit Siccaeg 


bs 4) 4 a he , 

AM OMI CREAMS a tt Be ER Go SPT ONS Oa e Clabriers dace. ee, ele be SO ee Ber ime ; 
STEM NG MM aie gee hth cee testy diy | ORDO. Gti Pe tad ention ot ted ‘ 
py ii a " a hi i ‘ f Sane 


ee. 


o, 


___+ Informent 


Pion send inhsbitants in Southwestern Finlend. His father, » church chent- 


er, was @ mon of sufficient socisl elevation to secure for his sons all 
“the education offered in the afnicipality, complete college prepsratory 
training. 7. was @ gay person for whom the religious holidays, necess- 
erily strictly observed by his feather, = servant of Cod, meant nothing 
more than e veestion. /The festivities of Finlend offer plentiful opport- 
unity to reeddy indulge in the pleasures of feasting and joyful enter te in- 
Ment. Certain occesions distinguished by their geiety have impressed 
themselves on 4%. ‘'s memory. 

Christmes, in the %, household, was celebrated in traditional 
Pinnish fashion. Deserting the Christmas tress snd candles illuminsting 
the shiny, scrubbed dwelling on Christmas Zve, the femily slwsys depsrted 
en mosse to the bath~house to steam themselves. Of all fesst days, %. 
remembered none superior to this one} there wes sn sbundsance of 911 types 
of food, but the rice porridge sni @ried fish were dishes common to sll 
Pinnish femilies, rich and poor. 

Easter wes the next best time so far ss %. was concerned. Everyone 
erose before sunrise end went egg hunting. After church there wes a 
wonderful drink, memni, meade of malt and served with rich cresm end sugar 
in little cups fashioned of peich berk. ‘he children pleyed end ete un- 
interruptedly the entire day. 

Shrove Sunday was particulsrly devoted to children. The sdults join- 
ed the activities of their youngsters on this dsy, snd there wee universal 
enjoyment of sledding, skiing, sist tu The special food charcteristic of 
thie holiday wes 5 meee kind of bun, which Sosked in boiled milk, swelled 
to tremendous proportions; this was likewise indulged in by the grown-ups, 


| proof cit of the ehildrents ib each rights to thet day. 
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fescineting future. W. became s seamu, snd spent his leisure hours a- 


bosrd faneying himself 9 ceptign, with vessels of his own to euide scross 


eat 


femunerative ocesns. Hew York, as 3 landing plece brought reslity a little 


closer, for a strange lengua ge and empty pockets were troublesome intruders. 
There was little ®. could do with his equipment, exeept get on another 
bost and continue his dreams; this time he intended to go to the Phill- 


ippines, but there was some misteke and in 1900 his ship docked in Sean 


Francisco, He hed Finnish friends in Port Brage; a visit with kinsmen of- 
fered s pleasant intervsl between voysges. 
Fort Bragg, » Finnish colony, but distinctly less prosperous then his 


environment in Finlsnd, meke %. homesick after s time. The ses dream was 


Gonsidersbly less palpable after » taste of the seilor’s life, end there 


Wes no other type of work 6t which he wes capsble. One dsy he ssuntered 


into s friend's tsilor shop, snd snnounced his return to Finlend, since 


iennopkanpinneaave=nrsewest 


there wes nothing he could do in Americas. Leughingly his friend offered 
to teach him tailoring, and equelly lightly he sat down and followed 
@irections. He wss so adept at this slien occupstion that his friend in- 
Sisted on hiring him a8 en sssistesnt. We stsyed in Fort Bragg--aend re- 
mains to this day s teilor. 

In Port Bregg 311 his associates were Finnish, snd retained practic- 
eslly ali the hebits of home, The only difference wes one thet made a 
very fundementel change in % 's attitude toward life. Becoming » worker, 
Ae Ading constantly in the comps nionship of men who were laboring long 
hours for © dollsr or sos dey, dalinged his former light-hearted scceptance 
of the goods of life. He lesrued that the Finns of the working class 
were unified through more then their desire for social contect. . ex- 


pleined thst the Finns slweys remained amongst their own people for 


several ressons3 “fneix langusge is so unrelated to English ss to mske 


- essy rele tions with Americeus impossible; therefore they forms self- 


sufficient community of their own. Netursaliy, this facilitates a con- 


A oarried. on -By 


Se 


| Hmetion « of their own manner of living on » foreign soil, end while 
 elimine ting eortein of their na tive attitudes, preserves snd intensifies 
| others. Cless de eaten are meinteinod here, the Finnish heritage to 
it's workers is # deep ¢lase consciousness which acts ss s unifying egent 
i wies eves they root. Even in strange lands, then, they are bound together 
by nationel and class ponds. 
in settling snywhere the Pinus generelly build » hell to be shered 


by e11 “_ workers! femilies. Here socisl and educstionsl ectivity is 


: These groups, 
while conducting 911 their functions in Finnish, do not, es 9 body, con- 
_ tinue the customs and celebrations peculiar to their homelend. Their 


oy religion is 6 matter of pernenrs concern, but through their interest in 


: sontempersry problems of the workers they ere united. In Berkeley, the 


Pinnish Federstion, has s hall known es Toveri Tupsa or Comredes Hall, 
_leeated in the center of the Pinnish colony, end within walking distance 
of most of the workers’ homes. 
ee W. snd his wife are active andi devoted members of the Federation, for 
whom the effective functioning of their hell is a metter of deep concern. 
They sre proud thet the library conteins transilstions into Pinnish of 
meny current redicel publications; they give much of their free time to 
keeping the hell immecniste, snd consider themsieves sesporntive in good 
stending. 
W. is in n0 sense a ve tionelist, but accepts the banding together 
. of the first generation of Finns, for the reasons outlined before. In 
his own home there is scarcely a hrage of Finnish ritusl; meny food 


habits end the customery steam beths are, however, persisted in. He is 


| _ ~plessea that the younger generation Finns, born in Americs, have broken 


¥ 


the isolstion of their parents end sre charscteristically netives of 


te 
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W. has happy recollections of his early life in a 


small city of eight thousand inhabitants in southwestern Fin-~ 
land, His father, a church chanter, was a man of sufficient 
social elevation to secure for his sons all the edueation 
offered in the municipality, complete college preparatory 
_ |; training, W,. was a say person for whom the religious holidays, 
ay’ necessarily strictly observed by his father, a servant of 
| God, meant nothing more than a vacation, The festivities 
. of Finland offer plentiful opportunity to really indulge in 
the pleasures of feasting and joyful entertainment. Certain 
eccasions distinguished by their gaiety have imrressed them- 
selves on W's memory. 

Christmas, in W.'s household, was celebrated in 
traditional Finnish fashion. Deserting the Christmas trees 
and candles illuminating the shiny, serubbed dwelling on 
Christmas Eve, the family always departed en masse to the 
bath-house to steam themselves. Of all feast days, W. remem- 
bered none superior to this one; there was an abundance of 
all types of food, but the rice porridge and dried fish were 
dishes common to all Finnish families, rich and poor, 

OO Easter was the next best time, so far as 4%, was 
concerned. Everyone rose before sunrise and went egg hunting. 
After church there was a wonderful drink, mamni, made of malt 


and served with rich cream and sugar in little cups fashioned 


ee 
“rte” 


_. of birch bark, The children played and ate uninterruptedly 
_-—s the entire day, 
ee Shrove Sunday was particularly devoted to children, 


The adults Joined the activities of their youngsters on this 
day, and there was universal enjoyment of sledding, skiing, 
skating, The special food eheresteriatio of this holiday was 
a kind of bun, which soaked in boiled milk, swelled to tremen- 
dous proportions; this was Likewise indulged in by the grown- 
ups, proof enough of the children's property rishts to that 
day. 

Carefree youth, and the freedom of post sehool days, 


made the sea a fascinating future. W. became a sea-man, 
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ditions. My only consolation during those years was in burying 


myself in the imaginative world of books; historical novels and 


© GLiy of my tH, du Lt was not similar y n 


ae aa even the ordinary advantages 
of grammar school Leamtegsy Fhe @ity was built around the teacher s 


college established in 1852, People from allmw over #inland came 


here for their certificates, and the town was composed of some 


53000 findividuals, either students or tradesmen, 


‘My father was a small farmer on the outskirts of 


the city, and had a difficult time earning the barest necessities 
for his huge family. Since we children were not wealthy enough 


to buy our way into school we were barred from any education. 


The schools had only a limited capacity and only those who could 
pay well for tutelage were admitted. 


ait _ My father died when I was nine years old, leaving 


my mother,by that time a fairly aged woman, with me as the only 
younzster to support. She knew no other work than unskilled house- 
hold drudgery, and we wandered from home to home receiving in ne 


; ey | 


turn for my my mother's poor services, equally poor living cons e 


|poems especially delighted me, and 1 began to visualize my future 
as a glorious escape from poverty into a world of wandering and 


— conqueste 


At. ieuacn my pleasant fancies were a vetnint oe BM 


: geath of my wother and the necessity of learning a 2 trades 
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ery resented spending most of my timgat work and welcomed the sug-= 
gestion that 4 attend night school and study a few things related 
_to my future trade. ‘though * had never gone to school before, I 
did very well; strangely erctaens mathematics until then a foreign 
subject to me, was especially appealing. 41t always amazed me to 
see other boys much bigger and brighter looking than I fail to 
solve problems that somehow revealed Susncoures to me; many times 
I was permitted to go home while the others struggled over the 
solution of theorems. | 

For three and a half years i stayed on in a= 
vaskyla, completing my apprenticeship. The moment 1 became a 
journeyman, my former fancies returneds I took the word literalzy 
and felt that I had to,see the world, For a time I wandered ° 
from one cosmopolitan center to another in Finland ,staying for 
a short time only in these places and generally working at 
cabinet-making. When I was unable to secure this easily 1 was 
content with any job I could pick up, for I was mainly interested 
in gathering impressions of life around me rather thah in making 
a place for myself for the future. ; 

I was almost twenty-one years old, and my time 
to serve in the army was approaching. i was in Viborg at the moment 
and conceived a scheme for evading service in the Russian army, 
which at the same time would enable me to broaden my field of x 
wandering. All Finns in those days agreed on one point: they w 
would not easily. submit to service in the Russian army they would 
oppose open expression of Russian rule in Finland, Upper and lower 


) § 
7m classes joined in opposing the Russian decree to the Finns demanding 


their conscription to the ezarist army. 1 knew thet even tne 


Wa - highest of Finnish governmental officers would cooperate in the 
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(3) 
attempt of individuals to escape submission to the decree. Therefore 
i wrote the sherriff of my suburb Lees aire wiyits asking for an 
eaght month's foreign passport , and was granted my request with 
the full knowledge on the part of the sherritX that 1 would be 
outside of Finland when ay time to be conscripted pag ey On the 
receipt of the passport 1 hurréed to Helsingfors and brows mongst 
the snipe look @d tor 2 job as a seaman, I knew no specialized 
type of work aboard ship and offered myself for any available post. 
Without much difficulty I was hired as a coal passer on a steamer 
sailing between Hel@ingfors and Hull, England. 

Thinking 1 would like to stay in England for a time, 
i walked off ship one evening and never went back to that particular 
vessel, After a few days around the port Ii was hired on a fishing 
trawler ,but gave that up after a time and went aboard a Swedish 


boat sailing to Kussia. in Russia I had no passport trouble, for 


I stated upon questioning that I was a Swede born in Malmo yweden » 


Even the ship's captain protected me Or he knew that there would 
be trouble with the Russian authorities were my Finnish identaty 


knowne i continued sailing om one vessel or another, filling one 


; 


| odd job or another--in this way I went to South America,Manila, 


and all the countries of Europe, 
in 1904, during the RussoifJapanese war, I obtained a 
German 
a geaman's job aboard a/vessel carrying contrabrand to Japan e 
When we arrived in Japan the ship was eCre ane the men of the crew 
were offered free trips home. About five of us were anxious to 
come to the United states instead, and we bargained for free passage 


to San Francisco. We were fortunate enough to obtain our wish, 


and I landed in san Francisco on April 3, 1905. 
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All this time at sea I felt more secure than i ever had on’ 


land; the life of the sailor appealed temas and though + made a 
few attempts at getting work ashore in Sani Francisco, 4 somehow 
found it easier and more desirable to eer Work sailing along the 
west coast. After a few months at sea,however, I began to be curious 
about American life and decided to temporarily abandon my travels 
and to see what land could offer. For some reason I was not in- 
clined to look for cabinet-making work ashore, and after leisurely 
making the rounds of the employment agencies ,I was sent to Camino, 
in El Dorado county to work in a box factory. After a little while 
in the plece,I got pretty tired of the routine , and when I heard 
about the San Francisco fire and the possibilities for getting 
work there , I left the box factory and apie the city. 

I had never had any trouble with the English language ,for 
I had a knack for foreign languages: on one of my earlier sailing 
voyages someone had shown me an English grammar which intrigued 
me, and I wréte my sister asking her to send me the book--for the 
next six months I studied English in every free moment and mastered 
grammar and syntax well enough to get along quite easily. On my 
first landing in San Francisco, some Finnish-sailors and I used 
to frequent a saloon kept by a native Finnish woman: who spoke English 
very well; she talked to us and corrected our mistakes. 

When I left Finland 1 had no particular motive; all .my 
voyages were equally haphazard, and my coming to Oakland from the 
box factory and remaining there was equally without specific intent. 
I never felt any particular need for my tee Tie Ea dt adie pel ar all 
men are the same to me providing they are intelligent. 

I got work as a carpenter in Oakland and did that until 


1907. About that time there was the BeBe aoe it wasn't easy 
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to get work on a ship as many single men were being absorbed in 
this type of work, so Wi Chout gaa taLoninon and with a vague hope 
of returning in the future, T left the life of a sailor. 
About this time’ I secured employment in an iron foundry 

in lest “erkeley. JI had no idea that there was a settlement of 
Pinns there until another Finn in the shop urged eh to move closer to 
work and stay at a Finnish boarding house at Tenth and University 
streets. It didn't make any particular difference to me that 
the people in the neighborhood were Wiam gute eande I had no ya 
grained nationalism in my habits of thought, but it was nice to 
find a group who were sociable and carried on activities that 
appealed to me, 

made times were hard and 1Tost my job, a Finn in the 


boarding house who was an electrical contractor, offered me two 


} 


| dollars ad y to work for him and to learn the trade. 1 guess 


Paid eal Fignt, because without picking this road I have stuck to 
it ever since, 

The Finns in West Berkeley built a hall for their 
social affairs,and I did the wiring of it. The whole thing tas 
a cofperative affair, and we each felt that the hall belonged to 
us because of the money and work we had actually put into ite We 
used to have dances there, put on plays and sing; I liked plays 
especially, because I like to forget myself and pretend that I am 
Someone else. It was a pretty good life here,and by 1910 I got 


married,and of course that was the end ofall my dreams of returning 


Most of the Finns at the hall were Socialists in those 
days,and I was a member of the partyg too, because I had read Karl 


Marx and believed that he had the right idea for changing this 
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world, In 1915 I had some disagreement with the party and left 
it and have never gone back, After the revolution in Russia ana 
_ the uprising in Finland following the war, the Socialists in large 
part followed the Russian Bolsheviks, and the Finns here gave up 
their charter to the Socialist partyin 1920. From that t&me 
they have been getting crazier all me time; they cart understand 
that Russia isn't realdyycarrying out the principles of Karl Marx, 
and thet today Stalin is the same kind of dictator as Mussolini 
or Hitler. These fool Finns here act on aes from Moscow, re=- 
gseardiess of different conditions here. Some of the Finns who think 
independently refused to follow Moscow blindly--they are men who 
can think for themselves; they wont subject themselves to blind 
faith and act on orders; these men have cut themselves loose from 
the ena cea tite fight was pretty bad for a while-- the Gommunists 
try to force their ideas on others,and if they wont follow they 
try to break up ihe other groups; their philosophy is"conquer or 
destroy". They tried to do that to the Finntsh Brotherhood--a 
that's the organization I belong to, and we had a right to sue /4eem/ 
for maneuvering to get us out of the old cooperative hall. ai 
was all for sung them, but pone of the others who Mavens the guts 
to see a fight through decided to just allow themselves to be @ 
ejected and to quietly build another hall. 

I believe that our world is pretty rotten and that 
we must try to change ite I know that Karl Marx had the right 
idea, but that his modern interpreters have distérted him beyond 
recognition. Above all we must have democracy,and under present 
day Communism there is none, and the Communists I have known are 
the most undemocratic people in the world. I can't talk to these 


fellowa at all--they caht see the other fellows right to express 


- = 


ae see a 
. Ns NM 
Paap nty mtd Jans Chrara Tok Brey e: ibd (Be wot 


ker 
* 


ee ta Hs ¥ ae ees 
aie ee ey as OSE Cy aS bo Hoe off od Telkts 


‘ - ewe bk vy > 

! z hd . yx OE £s- fan ead Bve 

‘ 

- } 
; rm oA) bes ett 
eee : ry ut ‘ey x EL S626 2 18, v4 
3 a 
j ie 
é Pane . 
. te fe. ee el M 5 -, ; ‘ 
\ Eire 4 Jb pt ears Rod ded’ Ota 
Ay a 
Ae fa 
, " + 
4 ( } ) , ) e afi ML 
- . 
diy = i ’ a 
P by «) yt of » “ 
a } : & ¥ wa A fl 
yy Pann 
z : M He: ink 
‘ Jon) Bi 
} 4 by " as 
he) With - Pa DL RHEL 
; fn ae a sHMOT 
4 4 P 
ty Py ‘ x or 
t A ‘ 
Dd 
4 

dine rt ' s juve ee,” 

a i ye f 

2) 4 : * cy ! 
f f \ ) mb p s a 

i ‘ { a Od Lor Vag 


1 = ‘ . 
J j ‘ thaloaeh marisa hs ee t 2 
f 
‘ i ‘ 4 , 
© i" cy Ov fort 
“1 
ts 
‘ . sob 5 Pa ¥ 
¥ L¥s ) it be fF : a 1 f 


A t gx a hoe ‘eA ' 7 

J . ¥ Mei, F337 | : 7s! bed 4 & fs : : * es i Set ei oo Lady ve a = he 
j i avira), yy ee Ne ie 

Whore if bodega th eyed axeodtsmenetek cereboe ip Ec. Seale Heh 
: i A M. , } | fw a 

7, Da 


deBary. «62 bw Bis posiooked) evar Pani) OF ffs evedh 
bute, i, once ah ve 


; { Ea 


Bi a, arn ayy / eon ett yw 
q eS Tee ; bn yy ats ip! 
DAE ee bea EMR Bre ‘y 
Am - # ue : 5 4 * ¢ 
a bee , a a 
, v4 a,” ( ) 
- ' 7 


A a 


Wr mind, No, there is no democracy under our system either, but 


end aa at least there is no regimentation. I don't mind what a man: thinks 


a as long as he doesn't try to force his ideas on anyone else. 


Since I cant gee any solution in the current remedies 
for social change, I keep out of politics, It is easy enough to 
keep happy when I have my books, my friends, and the activities 
at the lodge. I'm getting a little old now for so may social 
activities, but I still like to dance and to act in a play once 
in a while. | 

The lodge is a necessary organization from the point 
of view of the social benefits it confers on its members. Its 
origin is interesting in itself: In 1881 a group of Finnish sailors 
were standing dround the docks in San Francisco, and a, funeral 
procession went by. It was a dreary looking burial for a sailor 
to have=-the entire thing looked as if it were headed for Potter's 
Feild. The sailors enquired after the poor deceased and discovered. 
that it was one of their countrymen. They were so moved at the 
thought of one of their Finnish countrymen going to a pauper's 
grave that they conceived the idea of forming a fraternal organization 
to take care of their less fortumate compatriots during illness 
or at death. Theynpooled their sayinedhand enlisted many other 
Finns to enter their organization=--even the saloon-keepers contributed 
in establishing a flourishing lodge,’ since known as the Finnish 


Brotherhood. There are now twentysone branches along the Pacific 


coast, With fairly large memberships. Sick benefits include a 


free doctor and the sum of nine dollars for thirty weeks; after 


that period ,if illness continues benefits are drawn from the coffers ie 


of the federated chapters rather than from the individual branch. ry 
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| Funeral expenses are Guta as well, The organization is run on 
a truly democratic basis, with conventions every two years Una BE 
_pre-=convention discussion to instruct the delegates from the memberships 
I have two daughters--one is an artist and the other a | 
musician, The girls have never learned to speak Finnish,and we i] 
always converse in English at home. Though my friends consider ; 
it shocking to raise children without teaching them the Finnish 
language, I can't see what Lae it mi orinere done them. Finnish 
is a tongue that will never be used mueh because off its strange 
and unfamiliar qualities, and may even die out eventually. They 
are wise to learm languages like French and German because there 


is plenty of need for those as the world becomes more closely cemented, 


: 


I generally do all my reading in English and regard myself a fairly 
representative citizen of this country. We don't bother about 


keeping up Finnish habits, because there is just no point to it 


ae RA Fh A NC 


when you are living on foreign soile 

I an a man with very little formal edueation, but it 
seems to me that an old Finnish saying is apprpriate today: Some 
peoplefé heads go through school, while school goes through other 
people's heads. / You dont get much out of universities these days, 
because most professors keep their ideas in their stomachs, Only 
one I heard the other dey over the radio had something to say that 
impressed me: "the state.of world affairs today reminds one off 
Dr, Jeykell and Mr. Hyde, with Mr. Hyde the only one on the scene," 


Don't ask me how we are going to get rid of Mr, Hyde--even my phhinsngin 


philosophers haven't beenpble to tell me. 
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‘is known all over the world and I have met several San Francisco teach~ 


from where I lived and I had seen It many times. It was formerly 4 
large and very old estate "“herr-gard". The main building was like a pa 


or two had devoted his time in remodelling the main building and in 
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Swedish = @merican TInmmicrant. 


Born ‘tg85) 


Game to America in (I90I). ( Woman 
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é | 
a 2 was sixteen years old I had made all my preparations j 
to go to Naas, a crafts school that was located a short distance 
from my home town in Vastergotiand. I had sent in my application and 
was all ready to kams leave when I recigved word that I Was too young 
to enter. I had my clothes and everything ready to start off and no 
place to go. It was a big dissapointment to me in every way.™ As 
it wes happened a friend of mine was home from America on a short . 
visit. I decided to go back t+e-Amertea with her and inside of two 
weeks I was actually on my way to America. fl was an only child. My j 
father died when I was seven years old. Illy mother and I had been quite ~— 
alone in the world since then. We lived in a small rénted flat in 
the town where I was borm. My mother lived on a pension and an ac- 
cident compensation after my father. He had been an engineer and had 
met his death through an accident on the railroad. The pension was #& 
not so much but it enabled my mother to live comfortably in a quiet and 
simple way. she was a very careful manager and we always got along 
fine as well as I can remember. 1 had finished my elementary school— 
ing. I wasn't much of a student but I had set my heart on going to @ 
the "slojd- seminarium" at Naas. This crafts school for teachers 


ers who have studied there.f{ The school was only a short distance 


a 


palace and on itsyvsurrounding\vast area of land were the cottages of 
the subordinates who lived and worked under the dominion of the estate. 
A very wealthy man had bought this property and for the first year 


fixing-up the workingmens’ homes. He had no childreg of his own @ 
and when his wife died he was left alone on this estabe big estate. 
He persuaded a young nephew to come and live with him here-at—Nees" 
and help him with the care of the place. The nephew in going into 
the workingmens' homes on the estate found that it was no longer 
common for these people to work at the old hand- crafts. During the 
long winter evenings they had nothing to occupy their time. In the a2. 
old days the people worked with their hands in making their clothing 
and household goods. Now everything was bought ready -made and the 
people had stopped doing any type of skilled work with their hands. 
The young man noticed this and he also noticed that the 
peoplle had lost something in the hominess and atmosphere of their 
dwellings by giving up the hand-crafts work. There was a cheapress’ ag 
drabness in these poorer homes now that they hadn't had when the people 
used their creative abilities in the different crafts. Once in a while 
he found a home where the fatner was making tables and chairs and the 
mother was sitting at the loom weaving the curtains abd rugs. In vil 
these latter homes the people seemed happier and more contented. “She 


There was an air ef comfort here even in the simplest surroundings. nat 


Gone was the poverty-stricken and shiftless air.) The nephew spoke to ‘el 


his uncle about there things that he had noticed. The uncle saw the 
/idea, that perhaps people might find more happiness in life if they 
had something to occuppytheir hands and mind during their leizure hours | 


i 


\But they wouldhave to learn to use their hands while they were 
young. tso_these-two-zentlemen.—the-uncie 

So these two gentlemen , the uncle and the nephew, started a 
erafts-school, for children, They taught the children first to carve 
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gimple objects from wood, which was the material closest at hand 


They figured that if the hand was trained in the skill of handling 

a knife in carving that this would help to get the hand in training 
for most any kind of work. More so than an untrained hand. This ex~ 
periment in teaching the children was successful from the start. But 


it was impossible in this way to reach all of the children thrghout 
the country. The nephew then had another idea. Instead of teachi 


the children directly they organized a crafts-school(sléjdseminarium 
for teachers. The teachers would be texgnt able to reach all the 
children in the country and they would be equipped to train the udsad 
@g hand as weil as the brain of the child. Both men now worked wit? 
this purpose in mind. The uncle puilt the school-rooms, auditoriun, 
and gymnasium. He also» managed so that the ones. that came -rere to 
attend the courses had food and lodging. The younger man became the 
director of the school. —He arranged the course of studies, supervise » 
the teaching and gave lectures. He liked the work and was much more 
than a supervisor. He actually lived among the students and through 
sympathy and understanding he became their best friend. He was inter- 
ested in their circumstances and in theér what they were doing. From 
the very beginning the enterprise was a success. There were many 


students and many more applicants that couldn't be taken care of. 


There were four courses during the year.e? It wasn't long before the 
school became known in other countries and teachers from all over the 
world came to "Naas" to learn to teach the education of the hands. 
There isn't a place i n Sweden that is so well-known throughout the 
world as " Naas". The school was equipped to extend living accomodate 
tions, room and board, to + yé’-ones who came there to take the classes. 
At mealtime they sat at long tables and here one had the opportunity 
of sittingnext to a teacher from the opposite end of the earth. There 
were teacher s from Japan, from “America, snd from Italy. Everything 
was arranged for their comfort and convience. So that they would feel 
at home here both with the work and with one another. There were ec 
socials, music, and lectures in the evenings, besides books, boats on 
the lake, swimming, and other arrangements for their happiness. The 
natural surroundings made the whole place into a huge park. There 
was a large lake with a path around it and Pee. doekite out over 
the water. Beyond the lake on a high bluff was an old observation 
tower. Here onecould get a view of the whole country-side. When the 
owner died he gave this whole estate to the sch.ool. His neph ew 
had charge of the enterprise as pefore. They now included courses ga 
the older folk-games and dances that were to bo taught to the child- 
ren. The teachers that came here were not only to bring back know- 
ledge to the school-room but they were also to impart a happiness in 


_ work and living. 


Our home was @ small flat of three rooms. But I remember ~timet 
that it was very home-like and nice the way ny mother had it fixed-up/ 
The floors were just the plain painted pine boards and on these we 
had the home-woven rag-rug runners. My mother liked to do crocheting 
and fanecy-work and she had many ef theve pieces of hand-work strewn aX 
around on tables and chairbacks. The windows were large and on a aa 
stand in front of them my mother had a regular flower-garden.of pot- 
ted plants. In this gitting- room my mother had her afternoon coffee. 
Wether or not there were visitors ghe always set a small center table 
with her coffee-service. She always had cookies and white coffee- 
bread on hand. It was a break in her uneventful day,amd I enjoyed it 
too.especially when I came home from school during the cold, snowy, wd 
winter days. I had a happy childhood or at least as happy as child- 
ren in general can pee they have so many ups and downs. I was in 
all probability spoiled being that I was an only child and because 
my mother was so alone when my father died. But l haven't had any 
particular ill effects from it; The world has treated me pretty well, 
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ofthis | when I see- how. many ha. rdships others have to bear. 
gthen ¥ £1 rst came to exida . L* stayed With my/friends in New 
ome ‘acquainted with the city andowith.the 
Ws guake somewhat. x got_workwith a@ swedish doctor. Iwas general 
F: ar it around the office. I don't believe that 1_ was ‘Tonely. or 


ee 


honest ck. ence, in. Americas L<met many people and I had matiy~friend> 


/Ttafas all a la®® to me anyway. Iwas naturally of a happy/and light 
a gt sp9e ition. I Had been-#n New-York about four years when I gdecided 
er married. My husband is English. He has been a’ moderately suc- 


= 


ssful businessman. We have raised three Disindissircatnien two,are now 


married i and nd have families or. their own. ——_—_—__—___ Z ce i ee 


ee 


I realized this, when I see hew many hardships others have to bear. 
When Itcame to America I stayed with my friends in lew York 
City. After I had become acquainted with the cityand with the new 
language I got work with a swedish doctor. I was general assistant 
around the office. I don't believe that I was lonesome or homesick 
once during my first years in America. I met many people and I had a 
great many friends. It was all a lark to me anyway. I was of a happy 
and light disposition. But it was only natural that I often thought 
of my mother. She was now all alone in her home in “Sweden and I 
did want to go back home and see her again. After I had been in Ameri- 
eaabout four years : came to go home on a visit. My mother was 
living about the me as when I left. She had been alone all this 
time. She was so zlad to see me but I was only at home three months 
and it was terribly hard to leave her again. I knew that she would 
never leave her home and come with me +o America. She peobably would~ 
n't have been happy here either. But I would never be happy to stay 
in Sweden now as I was going back to New York to get married. And 
after living in New York the little town where I was born seemed pret~— 
ty small and dead to me.& Four years had made a vast difference in my 
experience. ¥ Things were about the same around my hometown as when 
I left for America. But teen everything was always quiet and peaceful 
where we lived anyway. 

As I said before, I was going back to New York to get meer 
married. My husband , to be, was #a English. He had a small but tex 
thriving business in New York. Se has been a moderately successfull 
businessman right albng . VOERAAR nm DBACSE CO We have been pretty 
well taken care of. We Have raised three daughters. Two of them 
are now married and have families of their own. They don't know 
very much about Sweden. English was always sp ,oken in our home. But 
even though I was quite young when I came to America, I was sixteen, 

I have always had a very broad swedish accent. I think that this 

is due to the dialect of the part of Sgsee_commixySweden that I came 

from. This was in the southern part directly accros from Denmark and 

the influence of the Danish lag on the Swedish here is very marked. 
My mother died in I9I7 Idon't know now if I'll ever get 

back to visit Sweden,agd@in. I like to travel and I would enjoy 

making the trip again especially around and through the Panama Canal. 
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|, Dorothy Shenkman 
Fnfiormant--J.L. 
¥ JcLt ,sanneteieiaijef.the Finnish government in one of 
the largest cities on the west coast ,is a cordial ,well informed, 


intelligent person. Well over forty-five, he bears nis years with 


laa 
it y tar foe 


e the srace of a man who has spent a good part of ais life out of 

Z doors; his ruddiness is evidence of seventeen years at Sea. 

: ; J.L. was born in Helsingfors, Finland ,but was educated 

through high school in Navesthues taere ae learned to speak English, 

; Swedish and other languages wnile ne Was very. RA da ee ae the 

| Finnish proverb "a Finn who has not broken his tongue by the time 

€ he is fourteen never will". In writing official communications he 

nas the choice of turee languages , put always prefers tne English 

wnen he is in a hurry. 

<a Immediately after completing nign school,J.L. went to 

; sea, and doing very well-there was rapidly promoted amd eventually 
gent to naval school to prepare for officersnip. In 1907 ne came 

; to America, and it was from nere ne Snipped out tnereafter. J.L. 

believes that the life of a sea-going man is in no wey compatiple 
with marriage, and evidently applied this tneory to his own lite, 

ey, tor Since his marriage ne has been in the employ of the Finnish x 

. government in an office firmly secured on ground. 

To prepare for his present position ne was trained by the 

Consul-General of Finland to the United ctates. He was selected 


because of his knowledge of Finland and America and because of his 
willingness to serve both. ror fourtcen years he nas BatAtained 
es Same position, and finds it.thorougaly “enjoyable , since 
the city in which his office is established is micah to his liking, 
and he ig enabled on official business to travel about tne state 


and to confer with many of his countrymen. He nas been an American 
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citizen for a number of years ,but does not consider his status 

#8 2 drawback to diplomatic connection with the governnent of Fin- 
land. Were he serving the country of his birth in a European center 
he would ,no doubt, have retained his rinnish citizenship, eae 
there titular offices are held in high esteem; in America, naowever, 
the prestige of oe is determined by the amount of cash involved, 
and consequently, allows greater freedom to those who are serving 

in official positions. 

He visited Finland in 1920, and though he enjoyed tne 
trip is not particularly anxious to return; “Seemingly he has wandered 
about enough to be content with one place. His wife,on the other 
hand, although born in Brooklyn, New york of Finnish parent@, vequrned 
to Finland at the age of nine and was educated there. Though she 
returned to the United State@ when she was grown and was married in 
this country, she is constantly homesick for rinland and nas made 
Numerous trips tnere. Six months ago she returned from a two and 
a half year sojourn in Finland+4tnis time accompanied by ner two 
young children. ‘rhe children went to school there and knew tae 
Finnish language well ae cae progress rapidly a a much more 
Strenuous school system Ene United States. 

Jel. considers the school system in Finland far more g 
practical than that we have evolved in the United States. The 
requirements for nighpr education are so difficult that fully ten 
percent drop off every year during the high school course, High 
school is composed of eight grades,and children enter when they 
are ten and complete,if they are fortunate enough to survive the 
requirements, by the time they are eignteen. Generally only ten » 


per cent go on to university training , and in this manner there 
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is a oH ae against overproduction of professionala. ‘the Finns, 
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(3) 
_ according to J.L.; believe that children should be trained for their 


we 


vocations early in life, amd when they fail in school are immediately 
sent to-trade schools and promptly apprenticed to industry. In this 
manner young men and women of eighteen are full fledged journey mmx 


*, 
men , are able to be independent,» to marry and have families. After 


they have been journeymen for a few years ,they can go to industrial 
School and emerge masters of their trade. According to J.L., there 
is little overproduction of workmen and consequently relatively little 
unemployment. He was amazed at the continued invasion of the universities 
in the United States in the face of the trend in recent years indicating 
an overabundance of professionals to fill our needs . 

When questioned concerning the present governuent of Finland, 
J.L. indicated that tne present democratic rule of Finland was the 
Solution to tne long agitated-for independent rule of Finland. 
There is at present a republic, with one parliament administering 
justice to the entire populace. The Swedish influence has not been 
entirely eliminated, but there is no danger that Finland will ever 


again be subjected to foreign rule. The Russian influence was more 


obnoxious for a time than rightly it should nave been, for proximity 


of Finland to Russia bred close relations with SNe ea ant Communistic 
govermment. This situation has been alleviated in recent years 

py outlawing the Communist party of Finland. Anotner Senses in 
protection ffom Soviet Russia is a large army on the border. Finland 


Oy 


PAY 
maintains a conscripted army and a tremendous Home Guard as “a Baryntee 


= ee 


to her independence. At very snort notice Finland could call out : 
half a million trained soldiers. There is no capital punisnment | 
for erime other than high treason. 

J.L. speaks of many nations in familiar chauvinistic 


generalities: the Russians are imaginative and lazy and cant be 


trusted from day to day; tne present goverment is particularly 
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the 


_vacious in its attitude Feb Sed alse nations it dominates, The 
, Esthonians are not very bright ,but they can learn if they try, and 


at present are making a drive on former national Sluggisnness, The 


Hungarians may be related to the Finns Sta, but that was centuries 
ago and should be regarded as negligible,-ftne Hungarians are nice 
enough people, but they gre just not very much. ‘The Germans are 
marvelous people, and the Finns have nad to go to them to learn 
many things; their influence,once very strong x%m in education, has 
lessened since the coming of fascism to Germany. The Finns are 
hard-headed and slow, but they get there-- oO one can change their 
course if they feel themselves to be right. 

J.L.'S entire life, by virtue of his occupation and 
because of his wife's devotion to Finland ,is esaentially bound up 
with his national group; he admires and respects his country kinma@a 
though he is fond of America, Like'his national brothers Jel 


drinks nuge quantities of coffee--nine and ten cups a day sand 


steam bathnes at least once a week, 
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» informant. 


Mrs. W. is a strong, healthy looking woman and appears to be 
no more than forty, but the date of her birth, 1877, reveals an acccu- 
mulation of 59 years. She was born into a poor family of Northern 
Finland in an isolated town of two thousand inhabitants, There were 


seven children in all, three of whom did not survive early childhood, 


Life for the remaining youngsters lacked even a mimimum of youthful 


luxury, for the family continually battled poverty, By the time 


J 


Mrs. W. was eleven years old, she was charged with the responsibility 


of caring for the children, doing the laundry, and cooking. Very 


eter 


. 
: on frequently there was nothing whatsoever for the children to eat, and ia 
a they were put to bed to sleep away their hunger. The mother was a i 
! religious woman, and taught her child to believe in a benign God. 
Mrs. W. lost her religion in a not uncommon manner: One night when 
she was about ten, the family had left her alone, Having had no dinner, 
she became very restless, began to search the house for just a bite of 
something nourishing, but nowhere in the place was there so much as a | 
crumb of bread. Crying, but still hopeful, she knelt for hours, pray- 


ing to God for food, When none was forthcoming, faith fled forever. 


The further details of her life in Finland merely corroborated 
: the neglect administered the financially less fortunate by the Almighty. 
| The family celebrated all the holidays, particularly those of a re- 
ligious nature, but to Mrs. W,. these occasions only further emphasized 
the cheerlessness of their lives. 
Christmas, 
On Christmas Day, while others feasted, there was for them nothing 
| more than 4 tasteless porridge without cream or sugar, Those seasons 
that were distinguished by a greater prosperity were memorable for the 


presence of a rarity — dried fish, the Finnish Christmas food. At 
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Dorothy Shenkman 


these times the children received presents - - a five cent package of 
cookies. | 

Ordinarily, however, the holidays were marked by their severity 
and quiet. Though other people, who possessed the wherewithal, were 
joyous, this family divided the time between church and Bible study 
at home. 

Since, at that time, the town was not accessible by train, the 
educational facilities for the poor were scarcely adequate. Mrs. W. 
never went to school, but was taught to read and write by her mother, 
whose text book was the Bible. / 

One event which marked those drab years was her confirmation 
known as rippikirko. In Finland young people cannot get married before 
they are able to read. When the girls reach the age of fifteen, they 
are required to attend a two weeks' school conducted by priests in the 
vicinity. Here they are coached intensively in reading and Bible 
study. At the end of the period an examination reveals whether they 
will be permitted to marry. If they fail to pass, they are required 

~ to be re-examined each year, and cannot consider matrimony until they 
qualify. Mrs. W. passed. a (ye 

The year preceeding her confirmation, Mrs. W. had started to 
work in a match factory. No laws prevented child ee at a miserable 
wage, and the experience only added to a growing discontent. For 
four years this drudgery continued, and then Mrs. W. married a baker, 
her labors shifting to the bake—shop. 

After five years they received word from friends at Fort Bragg 


that life in America was very tolerable. They sold their business and 


renee 


jn 1900 arrived at Fort Bragg. One look at the cheerless land, and 
Mrs. W. began to cry. After a time, however, the hard work and the 


hideous dwelling, with furniture even less lovely than in Finland, 
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Dorothy Shenkman 


became a matter of course. The birth of a baby girl in 1901, though 
: an added responsibility, injected an element of personal happiness 
into life. 

The Finnish workers in Fort Bragg had many social activities, 
and Mrs. W. joined the chorus at the Hall, Thus her life in America, 
despite its lack of color, offered as much or more than had Finland. 
During the ensuing years she met Mr. W., and some time after her husband, 
the baker, died, Mrs. W. married her present husband, There is a fine 
relationship here, disclosed by Mr. W's understanding of the difficulties 
of his wife's early life, and by his proud boasts of her youthful 
appearance. Eight years ago the W's came to the Finnish colony of 


Berkeley, and have established themselves as enlightened members of their 


community. 
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= Ere, Wey ra ‘atrong, heolthy icaking women “oppose to be ao more ‘an 
a de ae the aate of her birth, 1877, reveals en accunule tion ot 9) 
“yore. She wae born into ha poor femily of lorthern Tinlent in an isolsted 


- town of two thousend iahebk tanta. There were eeven children in sil, three 
e : Of whom ¢id not survive eerily childhood. Life for the regrining youngsters 
lJeeked even » mimimum of youthful luxury, for the family continuelly battl~ 
ea pover ty. By the time Mre. %. wee eleven yeere old, she was cherged 
with the reeponsibility of cering for the children, doing the Loundxy, 
eooiing.  Yery frequently there wee nothing whstsoever for ~ enildren 
to est, snd they were put to bed to aleep sway their hunger? ‘he mother | 
. ‘wee o religious women, snd taught her ehila to believe in» benign God. 4 
Pe Mrs. %. lost her religion in » sot uncommon menuer: One night when she 
wes ebout ten the fomily head left her selene. Heving hed no dinner, she 


became very restless, end searched the housd for just » bite of something 


‘nourishing, but nowhere in the plece wee there 0 much as 4 orumd of breads f 
Crying, but still hopeful, She kneeled for hours preying to God for food; 
_ fthen none wee fortheoming, feith fled forever. 
In the further details of her life in Pinlend, there wes only cor= 
. - yoborstion ef the neglect edministered the finencisliy lees fortunste by 
a s the Almighty. The fenmily aah ouen tee sll the holidays, perticulerly those 


of religious neture, but. to ire. ®. there wes on these occasions only gn 


| sdditionsl emphasis on the eheerleseness of their lives. On Christmes — 
: s ‘Day, while others feasted, there was for them nothing more than 6 toste- 
: less, porridge without cresm or suger. Those See sons distinguished by a 
2 “ grester arespers ty were memorsble tor the presence of 8 rerity, dried 
fish, the Pinnish Ghristmss food. At these psi the children received 
gent package of cookies. = 
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G . 1@ town wes not st thet time secésstble by train, the edueot= 
i feoilities for the voor were seoraely adequs te, Mas. 7. never 


a wes. ie’ bible. One event merking these arab yeers wes ker co 
union, known ae ‘Eippikirio. in Pinle nd young poople cennot get merried 
vefore they are sble to reod. when the girls reeoh the sage of fifteen, 
they are required to sttend 8 two weeks" school cunducted oy priests in 
the vicinity. Here they sre coached intensively in reading smi bible 
atats: at the end of the period an oxemine tion reveals whether they wihd 


be permitted to merry. If they feil to poss, they ere required to.be | 4 
‘re-ex mined each yeer, and csnnot consider me Se imeny until they quality. 
Ure We passed. 

The year, proeebaing t her communion Mrs. % hed sterted to work in 2 
‘me toh Sectors; no lews prevented child lebor st 2 misersble wege, end ce : 7 
= the: exper lence only. pddea to @ growing discontent. For four years this, Be 
Aradgery © coutimaed, end then Mrs. %. married 8 lpcnai’ her lebors omitting. 


3 | “after five yeers shey: received word from friends st Port Bragg thet 
‘lite in Americs was highly tolerable. ‘They $014 their business and AB 
1900 arrived s t Port Bragg. One 1ook 8t the eheerless land, sad ure. Te a | 
gen to orye ‘After » time, however, the herd work end the hideous euei2- i 


vith furniture even less lovely then in finlona, ‘peceme a potter. of 
urs The birth of a ‘vaby girl in 1901, though en added responeinility, 
os tea an elenent of personel beppinese into life. The Pinnish > workers 
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/mrerried her present husband, here is © fine reletionship here, diselos- 
ed by lire W's understanding of the difficulties of his wife's eerly 

life, end by his proud boasts of her youthful sppesrance. ‘Bignt years 

| &go the ie came to the Finnish colony of Berkeley, and have este blished 


themselves #8 enlightened members of their oT 


ELIZABETE com S ADVENTURING TO 
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years ago, Elizabeth made up her youthful mind 


come across the great Atlantic) aéventuring inthe United States 


of America. A woman acquaintance with her two children was 
coming over to live, meeting her husband in Portland, Oregon. 
(ine had estahlished a home for them on a farm near Portland. 

) Elizabeth says she came over in the cormpeny of the wige 
and children, but left them in aaa and never saw them 
again. She was absolutely on her own, Without friend or kin, 
‘unable to speak English and a sorry time she had for a long 
while. She secured a position in housework but she. cried 
most of the time, for a while. Later she began to get acquaint- 
ed, to learn a little English and become adjusted somewhat. 

The climete and the country claimed her interest at all 
times. 

wan, it is so wonderful, warm and lovely at 211 times 
even raining. The place, everything so very wonderful, 
many cinae of food, Se much, $0 h everywhere’, even poorer 
poe have many sgn See this to eat, not just meats, seat, 
‘potatoes and ¢). ecse as-we had in Finland. * 

"The houses and buildings so pretty, I like them. In 


7 
ays the seme 3 wood, stone and plaster} the same kind of win- 


'Finlend the houses are strongly built, very warm too but al- 


_ squere and plain but the houses there very comfortable.” ey 
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King America more and more, yet I think of my parents and 
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"TIT usually get very good jobs, second maid or general 


1 | ee «6hbelper, sometimes housekeeper, but the cooking I like not so 
18 oan j 


well. I save up my money and six years ago I went back to my 


Ps aes 


homeland and stayed for a visit. I already knew I wanted to 
| come back and when I got there ba stayed a while, then I 
knew I would come back to America and always stay here. 1 
"When I went back I could see more how that country 
t really is different and not so good. 

"Tinland 18a e000 sized country, rather far norths very 
eold jin the extreme north with storms very bad in winter, in 
fact,most of the year. My father has a farm in southern Fin- 
land, down near the Gulf of Bothnia. Finland is really a vast 
tableland and about half. heavy forests with a vast nuuber of 
lakes. 

"Tt is very Wesgtiful in most places, with rivers and ag 
lakes and in the north mountains which are very hich, (Nearly a 
4000 ft in many puaconny The forests are pine and fir, used 
for commercial purposes} lumber, wood, resin and woodpubp for 
the big Finnish paper mills which are i important manufactur- 
ing industry. ih 1B 

"There are many fertile valleys and fields for raising i 
erain, rye and oats, ish se vadonst Cattle and sheep are 
leading herds and butter products are important, the country ‘ 


exporting vast amounts of butter and cheese. Much tend 


is good for grazing and there is much hunting for wild senimals 
that range round in the forests. 
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about May 15, but there are some thaws of several days dura- 


tion during this time. . Spring comes very suddenly, and lasts 
about a month, then it is summer, very quickly dry. and very 
hot and disagreeable. 


"But we had nice friends who had lived there 


good schools and fine churches, most of the people being Pro- 


testants. Finnish people are mostly well educated. There are 


j 
' i no ienorant groups. They are serious and think of getting an 
a ty education, living soberly and not of ever neglecting work or 
{ 

: pusiness for pleasure. 

j "The people live to a good old ace. My father is 63); 

i one brother is 6} and enotner (82) years old and all are well 


now. My father looks after his land and stock. He has a 


™, 


sood size place, maybe” 160 eres, maybe more Like (200/ecres. 
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Lots of forests too. In summer he has a great deal of wood 
cut and hauled in alk deady for winter months. We always 


kept very warm and comfortable. We had plenty of foods of | 


| the kind they have there} meats lots of meat; butter, snieees i 
fish, etc. 
"But I got my visit rach ist back I came to the United | 
States of America. I came later to San Francisco and here Ty’ 
I work now as a second maid in a fashionable home. I have a it 
Hf 


nice place, my own room and bath, finest board andbvery thing 


re 
provided, including my uniforms, s my wages I do not have to 


spend except for what I want. 
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Se "I can speak pretty well now and so have med Be some 

ericuds I like very much. I shall never go back zezain except 

, maybe. to see my Sw a: Ne is still 1 a a I wish so much 

I might go to school, study again some here in American schools. 
"IT cannot go to the Americanization schools because ther . 

all begin classes at 7:00 and 7:30 and girls who do housework 

cannot get off until about 8:00. Pedi Ovid Ve.peopié have 

dinner at 7:00 and 7:30 and we have our work to do. The foreign 

men work days and get off at 5:00 and 6:00 so they can at- 

tend easily but the Menuet hide doing work in homes cannot 


@0 and we very much wish they might give classes st 8:30 for 


- aes 


us. 


There is so much to learn here. I learn things every 
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ai day, so much to dite eby Iv@o like America. 
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My first distinct impression or menory was wher just beginning to walke . a 


/ | at 
_I found myself about the distance of a block away from my home. I was standing 


where three roads branched off from the main road that passed our house. 1 

had crept cautiously along the dry ditch—bed that ran along the side next to. 

the fence. ‘The embankment was just high enough so that TI was hidden from view 

of our house. I ranember the large, Wabats sign-post at the cross roads and 

the three high ways branching off in different directions. But ahat day I 

got no further ebithtes ot WowlUkhow this sign-post read "20 mile till HNudiksval. 
Ny was born in a small village in Norrland, a province in the northern 


oe part of Sweden. My parents came from Dalcarlis, another province that was the 


| : oa ' 
ef northe The Dalcarlians were different in many ways to the people in Norrland. 
x 
SS The former were @ much livlier and outspoken people. They Showed their haopiness 


} ih life outwardly. As when they wore the brightly colored peasant costimes 

i‘ and in their general bright and animated behavior. The weople from Norland 
dressed in sombre black, especislly for church and holidays. “he women always 
wore black, silk kerchiefs on their head. iy mother used to by tint woe ene 
first came here, she thought that there were no young women in this part of the 
country. They all looked old and sedate in their black outfits. 

Nr the village where we lived wére a number of dates farms and well todo 
fermers. ‘These people were very frugal and taker et iad Many of then could 
hardly read or write. Their only ambition and interest was in hard aeeune work 
and in having 4 well pigenue Fann and barn yard. ‘The women, inside the homes, 
hed the same idea of work and industry. ach year they must spin and weave up 
to a certain amount. Unless they did this routine work every year they felt 
that they might lose their prestige. They might even be looked down upon as 
shiftless and lazye Tn consequence thie store rooms were filed PY: overflowing — 


PY 
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with homespun clothing and linens that were hever useds But they felt a great 9 


pride in showing off their thrift and industry. 
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(Mor was of course a church and 4 schol in the village, b put my a 
is with either one was limited. Once I remember I was taken to visit the school | 
and of being entertained with building blocks. I built these blocks up so 
high that they all came down with a crash. This caused a great disturbance 
muenitc the delight of the other children. But being shy I feltextremely un- 
comfortable. i recall that the teacher in the school was @ MONe. 

) somehow T remember the nieghbor's house across the way clearere than / 
remanber my own home. The neighbor's house was a picturesque old place. & 
tiny littls house set very low and with an old stone wall all around the yard. 

. They kept a goat in the yard. There were two children living there and I | 
would run over with the older children, I would sit to the side and watch 
them playing jacks. This was one of their favorite games and the children were 
always looking for special stones to use in playing. 

\\ ily 0 own homs was small and non-descript. A part A the place was wooded. 
These woods were beautiful and I remember once of walking throug wha large patch “4 
of lilies of the valley. Around the house there was some gardening and we 
kept the customary number of toasted But my fether was hot much of a farmere 
He hed taught school in his home town. He had ability both in speech and in 
writing and he helped the people of the village with any writing of documents 
or petitions. Rach of these small communes were self sovened ss far as their 
own immediate interests were concerned. There was a group in each village 
thet would decide on any civic or legal questions. There was also a group that | 
decided on the affairs of the church and this in most cases also included | 
the school. If anything very difficult or any great dissatisification would 
arise the community however smal t could send their grievances directly to hee 
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_ \\ My mother was ina rather difficult position here. hese people lived 
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and | h 138 work. “the women were not supposed to sit with their hands folded in 


- “heir laps. And as they visited the knitting needles would go as fast as the 
oy . ry 
gossip. Miy mother woald rather read than knit. She read averything thst she = 


could get hold of. But she had to have her knitting at hand when she received 


callers or visited around. ‘These popel had a suspicion of too much reading 


and they were also suspicious of people who read very much. ‘TThebible and the 


psalm book were the only books that they read and reread. 


lly parents had always been Lutherans but now my mother came under the in- 


fluence of 8 new religion. ‘The mormon church in America were sending out 


missionaries into all parts of Burope. ‘These men seve glowing descriptions of 


the conditions among the mormans in It#ah and of the wonderful brotherhood of 


man that had been established there. ‘They gained many converts and my mother 


._ was one of thesee She had always taken her religion seriqusly. ‘That is, she 


. felt that epople should actually live and practice their ideals. ‘yhen she heard 


about the mormons through the missionaries, she saw in this group of people 


the anobidment of all that she had hoped for. And in fiding this state, right 


here and now, she felt that all hopes desires and draams had been mide into realit i 
i There was nothing to do but to make every effort towards gaining this paradise 
on earthe So it was decided that we were to go and settle with the morons in. 
Utah. 
on Our home and most of our belongings were sold at auétion. My parents voce 
not young when they doaided to @nigrate. An older brother was marridd and had 
already established his home, not far from where we lived. fwo sisters were 
also grown and they refused to go with my parents to Ptah. They did not approve i 
a of the new religion or of my mother for accepting ite So the family was split | 
and wcatianes as well as the home and ba ike ay But there was no& hing that 


7 
could stand in the way of the he with which my mother had staked her san oe ay | 


realize this deal. It meant ners to her than family, home or friends. 
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Everything was now in readiness for the njourney across the ocean to 
* 7 ; ja 
our destinstion of the i Ona both land. I was about four years old at this times 


‘ly brother and I being the two youngest and my father and mother were the 
only ones to leave. I rememeber the last night that we spent in our Lonel 
My older brother was with us ‘throughout the whole night. He was crying and 
I could not help but sense the great sorrow thst he felt at the separation 
but the next day as we were leaving for the station, I vas made ha’ ppy in re 
ceiving a bag of candy and a photograph of two little playmates and their contlyd 
This was the last remembrance that ; had of the home where I was borne 

The first distinct impression I had of the journey was in Stockholm, 
where we stopped to buy ourselves sane new clothes. I do not recall anything 
about the city except that I got a new hat. I remember waiking out of the 
store moar ink it and also a new veghi dress. . The hat had coneshaped crown with 
long streamers and it pave somewhat of a Mexican effect. These were the high- 
lights in my journey so far. The next was a terrible, stormy night when we 
were crossing the North Sea. It was a night of terror for my brother and I 


as we lay huddled together in an upper berth of the stcoamer, We held tightly 


to each other and to the sides of the berth as the boat, rocking like a cradle, P ; 


would go so far down on one side thst it seemed it could never straighten up 
again , then to the other side the same way. I heard loter that my brother 

who was a year younger than I was afraid of the "pigs." That is, he was afraid P| 
of the noises around us. But being older I knew that we were on the water 


and I could see the dark mass of water before my eyes evey minute of that nis hte 
, Ng 
Ity father was the only one of the passengers who was-able to be ud. * 


Pai LY 
ru if) 


But there must have been an end to that'awful night. The next thing that i 
; Pig 


I remember quite clearly was when we changed boats at Liver ool, or ca eee 

i . at 

_ place. From there I have recollections of hearing many fog-horns and a great 
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waters - TI remember di stinetly of being on the largor boat crossing the 


) 


7 Atlantic. I recall my father with my brother and I by the hand, showing us 
tf Dy i 4 


; rh the boat. We travelled Second-class. “the only things that stayed in my memory 
_ were the game of quoits which they played on deck and the fiene: I eae very 
| interested in the piano. It was the first one that I had ever seen. 

Our trips across the Atlantic Seemed to cd smoothly. But my mother who 
was 2 very poor sailor was not able to be on deck one, as I remember. I do 
not recall the landing in Ellis Island or the trip inland to our destinstioni 
We had been travelling with the mormon missionary during the whole trip. 
were to go along with him.to a small town in Itah. ‘This town was not far f 

Salt Lake Gity. This missionary was a very fine type of person and 1 
Sincerely in his religion. 

My memory during this time is somewhat blurred. MThe next distinct impression — 
that I hed wes of seeing Santa Cdause for the first time. It was the winter 
following our satan in America and we were participating in the Christmas 
eit amen the mormons. The other children were ve ry much at home wkth 
Senta Claus. ‘They went up to him ana shook his hand and set on his 
my brother and f were throughly frichtened of hin. He Looked grotesque to use 
We had never seen anyone that looked like him before. ‘The Christams tree looked 
baatiful to us and it was familiar, 

From the time, pf arriving here, my mother het exp-riencé disillusi onnents 
She had found entiezh the people nor the conditions of whi ch she had dreamed and 
which she had expected to find. Ne arly everyone in the little town were mormons 
and among these were many Scandinavian ffamilies. The people were all very good es 
and Kind to us. But it was not Shee my mother had pictured and she coulda not 


‘ 
an | help but show her great disappointment. The people would tell her thet it was 


hina the new and different environment that made her feel this ways But it 


se 16d. to Be something deeper than that. ‘Ye stayed on in this Little town for at 
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the mormon chureh long before this. There was nothing to do now but to make — fe 


‘4 


the pest of it here in the new country. My parents were nevor sorry thet they — ; 
| pt hea come to America. But, wundér no circumstances would my mother have mede ' 
ee; the long and for her a most difficult journey, back to Sweden. | | 
( When we first moved to Salt Lake, we lived across the street from the 
Swedish Lutheran church. lly parents knew the minister and his family but they 
did not belong to any church at this time. ‘They sitended the Lutheran church 
‘because in this way they contacted other Swedes. Uy brother and I went to the | 
Sunday school theres | 
The place in which we lived at this time, was like a tement. | Be Meco ; ‘ 

was one of many ina lerge yard. There were many families and many hildren 


. 


living here. Wy fathor had to find work of any kind so that we could live. 


My mother did her share by helping an elderly American lady with the hnouseworke vei 
This lagy would send home lunches to us and it was in this way that I got ny i: 
first taste of real American pie. I enjoyed it immensely and it was my favorite — 


food whenever I could possibly get ite We moved about three times before we 


finslly settled down in 4 home of our own. My parents bought a small home ie 


located further out in a regular smail home neighborhood. It was also near quite 


> 
1% 


8 large school. 


I was now aimost nine years old snd I had not yet séérted school. It was tui 


‘in thb fall, just before my ninth brithday thst I started my first year of 


regular educations By this time I had became thoroughly Americanized 


It was during this time that I had my first experience with deathi Iy 


brother, with my mother and some friends had gone on a picnic into one of the 3 


poautiful canyons not far from the city. It was in the spring of the year, and 


ng ; if 
iy 


in crossing over 9 turbulant and heavy stream, my brother had lost his footi 


and had fallen into the water below. My mother jumped in to rescue him but 


p Lenic perty that returned home. I was playing in the neighborhood when I 
me? ost 


awful thet he shoulda be lost’ and all by himself somewhere and probably crying. 
When I got home they told me thet he was dead. I not was So sure of what death 
meant. But I didn't feel that it was as bad as being lost. I remember going 
through a11 the rooms looking for him but he was not in the house. Idia aay xt 
not feel at all frightened. by the idea of death, If it had been a stranger I 
probably would have felt differently, ‘I did not have an opportunity to ask 7 
about him then. My poor mother was crying and a few neighbors and freidns were 
there tryin to console her. 
The funeral was from our home. Again there developeda religious rift in 
the life of my mother. She had wanted the Swedish Lutheran minister to 
conduct the funeral service. But neither my brother nor I had been baptized. 
According to the Lutheran doctrine a p rson dying under these circumstances was 
a lost soul and it was impossible for an ordained minister to officiate. This 
A urt my mother terribly and she did not turn to the church for anything again. 
A methodist American 1p UNS whose church was nearby read the service at the 9 
funeral. I later attended this methodist sunday-school but my psrents did mol 
attend any church after that. 
This ‘exper ieice with death, the funeral and Seeing my brother in the coffin 
4 | made a@ deep impression on mee He looked so pure and good as he lay there. Ahd a 


he had always been such a good child when he was alivee A sreat remorse came art 


a over me because of things that I had done. We had been so aloes: And being ig 

that he was a year younger, I had often taken high handed: tactics toverds hin) 
: and in many ways had acted superior. I thought of these things after his death 4 
and blamed myselt for showing such a mean spirit. I felt penetant and now ote 


to stand at his grave. ‘woe i 


I spent fhe next two years going to school. I liked to read and I was 


ste ain ue chool work and my studies went al 
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‘ Swedish-American Immigrant--Man 


Sacer 


I left Sweden and came te America in 1918. My family was Seca tiee the old families 
jn Sweden thet had received special landed privileges from the king, but we were 
not of the nobility. Our estate was located in Skane, one of the southern 
provinces of Sweden. This estate had been in our family possession over one 
hundred and fifty years. 

My education at home had included German, French, and English. 1 was able to 
understand and speak English fairly well when I came to America. Before and at 
the time that I left Swdéden, I had become interested in the political ereeues in 
my native land. The social-democratic type of government had then bégun to replace 
the old conservative policy of the country. I travelled throughout Sweden making 
speeches on trades-unionism and socialism. I was very enthusiastic for the cause, 
and everywhere I went I found a great response and a high hope among the wcewaee 
who had now become awakened to the necessity of uniting in trade} unions,and , through 
this solidarity demanding their rights. Due to the swift industrialization of 


the country, Sweden now faced the problem of the industrial worker. Directly 


— 


after the war Sweden faced a great crisis in her affairs. The events that had 

taken place in Russia helped to put a Scare into the scandinavian governments. 
During the civil war in Finland, Sweden, being the natural ally of Finland, was 
asked to send her troops to fight the "Rea Army. Sweden refused to send toops, but 
Germany came to the rescue of Finland instead. The Swedes were were probably afraid 
to interfere at the time in the case ee yahe success of the"Red Army" in Finland 
would lead to their continuing their way down through Sweden. But. whether or not 
the fact that the Bolshevists are so close th-teem to them is the cause, the 


e 


Scandinavian countries have left no stone unturned in the way of social reforms. 
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. After universal meets ye was accomplished in 1921, when the women received 
ee ‘their political rights, the Social Democratic party became the strongest in Parliament. 
The party's chief representative, Branting, was twice minister-of-state and chief 
over a state's committee composed of social democrats. To the extreme left in the 
Swedish Parliament, there is now a Communist party This was ebcaruse after 
the pattern of the Russian Bolshevists. Naturally this party is far from satisfied 
ey 2 abba the Social democrats and their reforms. But owing to the dire position of 
“ise aes class, something had to be done, and done quickly, to satisfy the workers 
who were then on the point of active revolution. It was a very critical time for 
the country. ‘The king and his family were in readiness to leave Stockholm at 
any time. To save themselves Parliament, the king, and all individuals of high 
political power have had to work for one social reform after anothere This has made 
the country more and more democratic, and the result has been that many laws and 
regulations for the betterment of working conditions have been put into progresse 
And these parliamentary Se ens have kept the country together. 

Conditions among the workers in Sweden were probably never as bad as in the 
larger industrial nations. But conditions were bad enough and would have grow 
worse had not the workers organized. The swedish worker has litterally fought for 
better hours, better pay, and for a little more security in their living. These 
objectives have been accomplished through their Gitone: The employers have also 


organized to counteract the workers, but the workers have had a strong ally in the 


fact that socialism had so much power in the government. The party stood behind the 
workers in all their demands. When the trades-umion movement arrived in the country, 
it came along with socialism. The laws that have been enacted and enforced are 
those that protect workers from the health and bodily dangers of certain trades; the 
regulation of child labor, and also of womens’ work, accident and sick insurance, 


| al and an eight hour day. The state also gives help in the way of loans to workers so 
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ghee they en be able to own their own homes. The state patabiien ante universal 
pension law in 1913. Before this time, only those who worked directly for the 
Besetadat were pensioned. Now every swedish man and woman has a right toa pension» 
“ when unable to work. At the age of sixty-seven years they are entitled to it under 
any circumstances. There are some restrictions in the cases of prisoners, drunkards, 
yi and those who have tried to defraud in any way. This pension lan necessitates 
that all those able to work must give to the state a ety pension fee. This 
fee must be given by all those from the age’ of sixteen to sixty-seven. The 
raiauas of this annual fee is regulated by the amount of the yearly income, ‘the 
State and the different communities have Gol uinee up a deficit on this amount. The 
sum collected from the workers combined with the interest on the money is not 
enough to nee each old person even the most meagre existence. The highest yearly 
pension is about 350 kroner for men and about 300 kroner for women. The reason for 
giving the women less per month is due to the fact that their average life time 
is longer. There are also more old ladies than old men although there are over 
. 4,000 more boys than girls born yearly. The old age pensions are also more costly 
here because Sweden ee double the number of old people, over sixty seven years than 
any other civilized state, 3 
ele Industrialization of the northern countries has brought many new problems to 
uae the scandinavian people, Norway tried to solve matters ‘a holding back her in- 
Bt | dustrial development. She tried to keep it within certain bounds and tried to keep 
7 out greed and exploitation by holding the large natural resources or utilities : 
within the grasp of the government. But this is & difficult thing to do. The 
_horthern countries are popr, and the farm lands are not able to support the people. 


_ These countries have great natural resources such as water, forests, and mines, that __ 


are ideal for industry and industrial development, And at once there is the great oe 
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temptation to exploit both the country and its people. The scandinavian countries ) 
have been grappling with these problems for years and are still at it. They have 
seen what has happened in the older industrial mations and are trying to work out 
their own salvation. | 
One thing that Sweden has had to do on a grand scale is the taxation of 
large incomes, estates, and inheritances. This has not been so popular with the 
large landed families who have lived on their large ancestral estates for centuries. 
These old places have gone down from father to son for several hundred years. Now 
there is an inheritance trensfer, and a large sum goes back to the government. 
Many of these old estates have been grants ae Sn former kings, and these families 
have lived according ¢ to old traditiozx and customs. They have been, more or less, 
a law unto themselves. But the times have changed drastically for this class. The 
taxation laws have been enforced by the government, and with this money the state | 
has been able +6 Support and work out many of the social reforms that otherwise 
would have peek \imioseible, There is necessarily a big national debt as the state 
has not hesitated in getting deeper and deeper in debt in order to work out its 
many problems, it is difficult to say whether a country fundamentally based on the 
old principles can continue working out its own salvation and fulfill the many 
p24 obligations towards its people. But the Scandinavian countries have worked 
hard in their efforts toward a safe democratic government. ' 
My reasons for coming to America were purely personal. By this I mean that 
it was more of phd @ monetary decision on my part, and I probably made a big mistake. 
When I first came to this country, I worked as a mechanic in a garage, and I re- 
ceived fairly good wages. I spent most of my money on drink and in having a "rood 


time." I have always been ef a jovial and happy disposition, and I had many friends 


at the time who were glad to receive me and who knew of my family in Sweden. For the 
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ns daatirive years I have practically had no steady work, a finally I had no work 
of any End, The last year and a half I have been working as janitor and doing 
wos. odd jobs in an apartment house. But I could never have lived on this work if it 
had not been for the kindness of the woman manager who has taken me in and given 
me a roof over my head. I enjoy life. I am able to get a drink once. in @ while. 
| I don't believe that I shall ever return to Sweden or see any of my family 
again. I am now about fifty years old, but I feel that my life is at an end as far 
as any worth while effort is concerned. But I want to go on livang. IL don't Tike 
to talk too much about myself or my personal affairs. I had a gift of Speech and 
the ability to hold peoples interest and attention during the time I was making 
my Hodes in Sweden. I enjoyed this public work. I really felt that it was a 
great and worth while object in life to help my fellow-man. But I was probably too 
weak in character to go gone eae in anything that would take much moral stamina. 
For a person of my character, there is always something that comes along and trips 
him upe Even with the best intentions,things go wrong. I have no contact with my 
family or my friends. My former life, my education, are all things of the past. 


But I am still able to get a drink once in a while, and this is one of my greatest 


pleasures. 
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‘pri I, vw] Swedish Woman, from 
Serial’ No, 18194, eae North-Central Sweden 


Gertrude L.Willett/ | Alma, @ cook in private 

I, familg, - 

x ae wy | Ah 
gi ba 

dh | 
Je SWEDISH WOMAN COMES TO AMERICA FCR 
( . PURPOSE OF BETTER WAGES, 
(G7 . ; The lure of generous wages for finer cooking in a 


private American home brought this Swedish woman, named Alma to 
the United States, She was well traned previously, having been 
employed in the capacity of a cook in the Royal Family of Sweden, | 
a "My home in Sweden was in the country, or rather | 
adjacent to a small villege where we attended school, chwrch and | 
could do some trading close hane, | 
"In my home we hed plenty as conditions ran in that 
country, plenty of what we had, but of course little variety. | | 
| “We were farmers, My father had a g00d sized place 
| on which he raised stock, cattle and horses, with a few sheep. The 
cattle and horses as a rule are ewaller than here, as I recall now 
\_ sort of stunted, The sheep yield a poor grade of wool, 
~ "We raised hay food, -also some barley, hemp potatoes 
in large amounts for sale and our own use, We had a garden and raised 
e few vegetables but as a rule few vegetables will pay for the trouble, 
as they do here, 
"The seasons there are very different and due to Long 
extrenely cold winters, the growing season is short, 
"Sweden is even colder than Norway, Winter is very, 
very long, Rivers and lakes are frozen and snow covers the er ound 
five or six months of the year, In fact the ground is always covered 
with snow as early as August, Such a thing as ‘spring weather’ is 


almost unknown, 
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Page two Willett, 


"My old country is really quite beautiful, About half 
the is covered with forests, pine, birch and fir trees, all 
of them like a picture, There sre very many lakes, of great beauty, 
and the rivers too are beautiful, all flowing down the slopes, south 
eastward, | 
"Only a very small area of the country is fit for 
farming and cultivation, and even this is not very fertile, My 
father had to work with hie land, fertilizing it eto, 

"But we had plenty of wood, which was cut and heuled 
and stored in convenient places for winter use, We had built sheds 
usually adjacent to the house and barn, where the men had access 
one to another without going outside, or too much exposure for after 
hewing and hauling the logs, the cutting in stove lengths was 
usually done in winter during the long cold spell, 

* We stored the winter wegetables too, and vast 
bine of potatoes, Fish too is foGnd there in such abundance, 
abounding in all the lakes and rivers, thet in consequence fish forms 
@ very important part of the diet, 

"In fact we artety vicelad and otherwise preserved 
fish for winter use, Often we/smpied certain kinds, We also smoked 
beef and wutkxux and prepared many other foais for winter, which 
we secured in the milder season, | 

"Sarther North the reindeem is about the only animals 
raised successfully, Of course there are wild animals in the forests 
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Poge three, Willett us | 


many kinds such “errs marténs, lynx, Then there sre rabbits and 
qpirrels, these the men hunted ali through the winter and we liked 
them for fresh meat, — 
" Life there was very different from over here in 
America, We prepared for the long winter with grest care, We 
hed foed supplies carefully hoarded, the wood for fuel, and we 
always looked out to have necessary supplies in the houee, in case 
the weather was severe, making it hard to go after supplies, 
"Then too in our household Supplies, such as every 
day clothing, sheets and pillow cases towele etc we always keyt 
what now appears to me vast amounts, This was necessary, for 
when I lived there at home, we never washed but once in five or six 
weeks, sc with a large family many pieces of everything were necessary, 
*When we did the laundry, we washed for several 
days, rested, and then ironed for as many days, until all the linens 
and other clothes were fresh and clean and back in their accust omed 
places, 

“We children had quite a distance to go to school, 
We usually ell went together, warmly dressed, sometimes several pairs 
of knitted hose ete worn one over the other, If the weather was very 
extreme, such as when blizzards came down from the North with severity 
an older member of the family would take us, often ina sled, or 
& neighbor might take the children of several families t ether, 
tke fathers taking turns to get the children to school, 

We were usually home again by 4306 or four thirty, 
when we alwaye found coffee ready, You knew thw Swedish people drink 
a very great deal of coffee, adults and children alike, We had 8 Ome 
rolls with jam, or Swedish pastry which we made at home, or home 
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Page four Willett, 


made tarts. We never felt any bad effects of so much coffee, | It is 
SO very cold, it did us good, We really had four meals a day with 
cogfee every time. In fact the coffee pot, & great big one, alwayz 
stood on the back of the big kitchen cook stove and there was coffee 
in it all the time, Whenever a chance person stopped in the first 
thing we did was to give him a cup of coffee, And when it was 
most severe winter weather and the men were working out én the 
barn or sheds, they might come in anytime for a worming and @ cup of 
coffee, 

"Sweden country is very very beautiful, You cannot 
appreciate how beautiful until ya have seen it. 


" The country is really a series of tablelands or plat~ 


eaus, like successive terraces falling away from the high westward 
mountains into the low lying Baltic plains, the maintains are not 
like ordinary mountains, high jagged ridges, but just the high parte 
of these plains, in part heavily covered with snow and ice, which 
has moved downward leaving portions bare, 


were 
"While we thought the winters/aym very cold, the climate 


there is really quite mild for its extreme northern position, 

"There ere now very €00d highways, The natural 
highways were always fine when keyt up. Now these have had more 
care and traveling is quite @00d, Steam boate and other watercraft 
come all the way up the Gulf to the seaports when the water is 
free of ice, Lumbering and marufacturing wood products is very 
important as a . national industry, They make luxzber products and wood 
paper pulp. Stocks are largely moved after the summer thaw of ice 


in the wat erways, 
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PAGE Five, Willett, 


All thyough Sweden good schooling is valued, Children 
€° to the school nearest home later to the larger schools and sone | 
times to learn a trade, When I erew older I had some trips 
to different places, I went several times terautuex Stockholm 
which is a very fine city with much to see and learn, There are 
fine schools there too, 

*I was trained to do all kinds of housework, sewing 
and paerticularly cooking, After I was out of school and had to r 
support myself I went out as a family cook, Yor a while I did i 
this becoming adept in cooking. They I had a& place working in the 
wuyas Royal Palace, and my cooking was liked, After a time I 
knew some people coming to America because they could get better 
wages for their work over here, and so I came too, and located 
in Seattle, I knew almost no English, but I tried very hard and 
finally got so I could understand perfectly even before I could 
say ell I wished in English, 

I had no trouble in securing good places for $60 and 
more per month, with all my living supplied, I can cook anything 
in the nicer ways, and I know how to serve, to arrange courses ete, 

After I had been here a few years I met a Swedish nen 
whom I married, He was working as a toggexrxtuxex lumberman in oneof 
the big lumber mills in the Eorthwest, on Puget Sound near Seattle, 
We bought us a little cottage home in this lumber town near the milas 
and afterwhile we had a child, Then things did not €° 80 well and 
finally I had to leave my husband, or rather he went off and left me, 
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Page six Willett, 


"This was a bad situation, as I had the child and no 
income as my husband left me nothing, simply departed, I could not 
leave the baby to go back to work, 

"Fortunately my brother had come over in the meantime 
and was doing well ina job tmx close by, He cane to see me and I 
told him my situstiom, and that the house was not paid for, I algo 
had some good friends in Seattle, where I worked for years previous 
to my marriage, I went in to tell this lady about my troubles, 

7 "My brother said if I would get a divorce from 
my hasband, and settle the matter of the house, so he could not take 
it away from me, he would take a room with me, and make the payments 
and help me until the child was older and things were in msyzx 
better condition, 

"So my brother made this good offer, Then the Ramvusty 
husband of the lady fer whom I worked in Seattle was a Leyyer and 
said he would get me a divorce, which he did, Wéth the help of 
my brother and this lady I was able to get on my feet again, Finally 
I arranged to work some outside my home even while the child was 
small, Later I took sone Suraxigitx boarders, and with my brother's 
help lived very confortably until my boy was large enough to leave, 

*I was quite 111 about the time of this trouble, but 
now I am well again ahd very thankful, I like America and never 
think of returning to Sweden unless it would be for a visit, 
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J to Ne teu in 1898-=Woman ; 


I.was born in « village in the eastern part of Sweden a few miles from Sun- 


deval. We lived on a small farm, and our elroums tances were the same as thousands 


of other peasant fenilios who represent the largest part of the population of the 
country. 


We were nine children in the family. My father had all he could do to get 


along and to provide his large family with the bare necessities of life. Meny times 


we had to scimp very closely on even the most necessary items. ‘le probably had 


enough to eat or at least as much as was good for us to have. We were not fastidious, 


and as each one of us had our Li Seibel pretty well doled out to us we didn't get a 
chence to become gluttons. There was Hears porridge and fresh milk, but with 
SO many mouths to feed there wasn't So much for each one, and the cream had to be 


| Skimmed off the milk, ile only had the one cow on the farm to Supply us with milk 


mm and butter. At the table my mother would look around to see that the children had 


enough to eat, and many times there was very little left for her. There was always 
a Straining to stretch provisions so that they would go around. To get enough food 3 
We could get along wi 


was the main problem. with almost anything to wear as long as 


s it was Warm.enough for the winter. There was no thought of Style or of how we 


looked. A new dress was not to be thougif of, let alone a reality. The heavy home- | 
Spun materials laster forever. The younger children grew into the older ones! clothes, 


In a household like ours, the older children soon had to shoulder responsibility . 
and concern for the younger ones. This is harder for Some children to do than it 
is for othersy because sone do not gi 


ve in as easily as others. I was next to the 


eldest of the girls, My ie erence was only a yes older than I, but we were 


entirely different in Cour ehatien: and Aah aie My sister was the quiet type and 
easily managed. Even as a small child, I was hard to rule, and my temper Was vicious. — 
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get my om way, These outbursts would go over as quickly as they came, and I 

PY dard be very nice when I wanted to. As my sister and I grew older there was 

ace a vast difference in our attitude towards our chores and in taking care of the 
younger brothers and sisters. I would fight with the little ones and was always 
making them cry. eye first opportunity I would be off chasing around the neigh- 
borhood, leaving the work and responsibility on my sister. Living on the farm as 

we did ein So many children in the family, there was always plenty of work to 

be done. My sister assumed more than her share of work and responsibility, and she 
never  ~rumbled about it. 

Mother also used to tell me of how I kept her in “hot-water” with the neighbors 
most of the time. I was always teasing the children in the neighborhood and calling 
them all sorts of names. I don't know why I did it, but I loved to keep things 
stirred up, and I certainly got their "goats". 

i? ap: It was rich %s Sigh of relief that my mother saw me depart for the nearest town 
Be where I was to work as housemaid in a fairly substantial middle-class PRM es kL 
a was only fifteen at this nee but I was big and strong for my agee I Wes fully 

a developed. My elder sister had to leave home and find work too as the younger ones 
came along. But whenever we were free or out of work we went back home until our 
next job. My sister would fall right into line end help with the work on the farm 
Br ; as soon as she was home againe But i believe they were all happier when I was away. 
| I realize now that it must have been a great hardship on my poor family during 
the times that I didn't have work and had to Stay home. I had begome a little more 
Sophisticated in the city, and I was very fond of clothes. I €njoyed dressing up. 
During the times when I had to stay home ,I dressed in my long, sweeping skirts, andf 


noxious to these plein simple people out in the country. They actually thought that 


it was sinful for a woman to wear a hat. The women here wore black silk kerchiefs gp 


old me of how I would lie on the floor kicking and screaming if I didn't —_._ 


— ji 


Sy et ee 
_— =< 


itis Cy Bata Patan he ,» oe eye eo oe i Ra disteeey ie) st Hoes Bak) es 4 


ot he , 
MOR eny Oaths Td Be Me De MTree ear ae Joie toate ae nad 
. RRS Gh ga i Raa SIME Ce) WCU Be ia 2) hey ' e beacyRa | ine 109 | he if tliat 


"* 


Be Cera eC RR (oF 1 ae GML ees TE Mh RE sce TY hs ir 
. } y ; are ey J Oe mon 


” are a r “ ¥ 


Cue) RS EL Cob ARR CE RRO, Sk NG We SE SLAY A a eae OnoR OOF i at ‘ede ; Reeie 


‘bapa : ' . es a Seen ¥. Fast 
Bs Suet a Mi ot PRR eae sath ; 
‘ . 4 par v : ai ‘ 


Ge GR ON Gtaed @ and ar aed Se SES Poe ey ee Sree See te ae ae ; mt ‘hore vate deat! 


TED Let Nes DOR tH Rp Oat ange PERC eine BL aso atta ioe em ee Rf ea, vos Pi ‘giGh 9) Som 


eae ae Aer ae b MeL 3 reat Std a | SN Gp nner A ReNIa LUE Sg ARN wert hla Pe ey calibra i vivity 
‘ ON adiy SM gaa tg Same Rae | int ah Sa nee 
Riis BO eC OS Vea gee Oil Wak SP came Ame BC a ee oh Be Bait 3s 


*) 


i ME Seay. temeb Se IRL LA a A RDS Dae gas Oe Renae wt Qk ae aera Ov er aati oh a 


as 


\ \ 4; fesse wf ys . raald nh aes ASL vPro a ey ee ae | aed vy SERA ST N hig wy toot Warain ft Sagitte 
° k U fii f ’ ; mil " " 
BAS “Ta gig eld a old BOI Ee Tate ae Rh errata are PEG cy A rakes tat ee ae 
hee ‘ha ; - tes F em 
7has Ae oe he j Ee it oly Oy PeSoo HO ORE OS OIE ae at 
ETT eee aeRO we api) hey Bees bite iy Cheah Sate eke am rhs ae ee 
earth apie hy eee ta a) Wh | ff) ree Sind Res + eG 4 “Seth : tales) ty Uy ee! Bate a, ti Raita Oe. 


Pua haa: OME El Ai Ne a RC Be Rear Anse ies SU Or RW Indes ENT dete 31 i akg rome aa a 


Bie wild LT oe bom fei 0) 6 anced adie ah Miah Det daha sai “ashi! Hah Pear a Lae 


er aeRO nM pated UMM LO eh fy, ao siti BO rey wand: GG Suit m we fr bby pe 


7 


ane SPREE. Us LUNI Rea IE RE veseork ng eiahi wee ia, Dus & Hath veil ita a 


mii Hab toge 6 Oe oe ate Komi pets eit 4 Gia ‘hai oe ik rel td, ce ae 


pee ok, srt. ny SMES Lah ls ae sen ee 


BT. 


See . 


‘black skirt and jacket. When I attended church wearing my city clothes and a hat 


gti 


on my head, I created a furor among the native villagers. I was a bone of 


_ dissension between the old ladies and some of the younger ones too. My mother 


begged me to dress like the othersy and do away with the friction and gossip. These 
people felt that any show of vanity in dress or behavior was a sure Sign that one 


had gone to the devil. They were very puritanical and everything was a sin to 


‘them. They were so narre@w= minded that it is almost unbelievable. My mother 


was well-liked among her neighbors, otherwise she would have been blamed and high- 
ly censored for my conduct. But as it was, they merely felt sorry for her and sym- 


pathized with her for the trials and tribulations that she was suffering because off 


me. They would always console her with the fact that the rest of the family were 


exemplary in every way. I didn't mind all this g0gSip and talk a bit. I guess 


that I really took a delight in doing the things that provoked it. They were so 


self-righteous ‘and narrow-minded about everything. Anything outside of their amell 

village and mode of life was entirely wrong and subject to the mosey feet eine 

“leu mn ¢ 
wen myself in 


criticism. 1 was very eee losin as a girl, and I enjoyed 
front of their pinched-up, sniffing moses. J also had a sharp tongue in my head, 
and they got all they asked for : they Said antthing kes directly to me. But 
it was over the coffee-cups and amongst themselves that they filled in their time 
with gossip. 

At the age of twenty, I was Beye EA leave my native land. I was going to 
America. I had heard so much of this wonderful country and of the golden op- 
portunities to be found here. I also thought of how different everything would be 


in outlook and environment, 


It was hard to leave my parents end all my brothers and sisters. Underneath my 


obstreperousness I had a deep devotion for my home and family. I was of an emotional 


nature. My feelings underneath my seething actions were not mean or debased. My 
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but rebelious within, At least iekseretane that I did was in the open. The 
Fil from my family was the first real sad experience of my lirds In going 
so far away, the chances were that I would never see them ec But I was 
adventurous enough/ bo enjoy the idea of a new and omttrely fferent environment. 
Several of my personal friends and school-mates were already in America. They 
wrote letters home telling about how wonderful everything wes over here and how 
fine they were getting along. I was the first one in our £aai family to break away. 
So many families were split up; at least one out of each family had left for America. 
I decided to go to Chicago. I had one or two friends there that I could possibly 
get in touch with, but that was all. 

After a terrible voyage crossing the Atlantic, I finally arrived in America. 
Our trip on the ocean was so rough that I thought that we must Surely go to the 
bottom. But I didn't care much whether we did oar not--I was SO sea=-sick, When 1 
left the boat on this Side, I didn't\look quite as rosy and plump as when I left 
home. But I was strong and healthy. I lived through it, and it didn't take me 
long to recuperate. I came over steerace. I had a big lunch from home that lasted 
me during the whole trip ‘over. I still had part of it left when I arrived in 
Chicago. But it was not very appetizing, and I was anxious to try some of the food 
that was so temptingly displayed along the way. I remember the first tomatoes that 
I tried to eat. They looked so tempting and perfect. The first bite was a horrible 
disappointment, and it was a oes ia before I had the courage to try it againe 
I liked bananas a Lite le better, although at first they seemed tastless and ins 
sipéd. Gradually I got so that I enjoyed all of the new delicacies. On the farm, 
in Sweden, we were not accustomed to any variety in our food. In the city, when I 
was working, there was a greater variety to choose from, but even in the city the 
poorer classes could only afford the simplest food for their steady diet. » We 


only had white bread for Christmas and special occasions. 
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lately got in touch with one of my girl 


from home. She had been here about two years. ‘Through her I got work as a 


‘e? 7) i 


. | 
emaid in a large home. I didn't get much pay, but everything looked perfectly 


grand and promising to me. I had my board and room so that the three or four dollars |} 


es received per week were my own. I owed for a part of my trip over here, but I 
Gs felt that I could easily take care of that. Por the present I was anxious to buy 
“ia 


om 


= %g new hat and shoes and to dress according to the newest styles here. I looked 4 
) pretty eountrified and sie in my finery from home. I was all eyes to see what 
the Sts in America were Year rae! It wasn't long before I was rigged out as fine 
as anyone in my class. In my natural state I had a vere good figure, but those were 
‘the days of the hour-glass silhouette. The only way that one could possibly have se 
the figure that was in style was to laccup in thie Besst nines corsets that were 
worn at the time. I laced so tightly that it was a wonder I could breathe. Tt 
was pretty hard on a strong and robust peasant constitution, but I did not falter 
when it came i being in style, and 1 certainly looked He venient # stylish figure 
of those days. Even the simple clothes that t could afford looked like a million 
dollars on me. The wealthy women for eon worked could well look upon me with 
envy as I started out on my day off. Dressing up was really my whole life and 
enjoyment. ; 

I had a funny experience when | arrived in Chicago. I+ might have turned out 
badly for me. I arrived at the station late at night. I was all alone. After 
leaving the train, I walked out to the street. I stbod there on the sidewalk in 
front of the station with my éulinoane in my hand and aes where to go. I 
was a little confused and patiicd by the di ehea and commotion around mee A cab 
drew up av the curb,and I stepped into it-thimg-skewm thinking that I would go to 
a hotel. I don't remember whether I had any particular address or not, but at — 

east the eater understood that I wanted $0 get to a hotel for the night. He 


+2 ..could tell, of course, that I was a greenhorn. He droves around, and I had no idea 
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got ‘ the head of the stairs, the doors on either side of the hallway flew 
open, ond in each. doorway was a woman poking her head Gut to see whagswas arriving. 


Green as ty was and knowing nothing of the ways of the world, I didn't like the 


r looks of it. My intuition and fear more than anything else told me to get out 


of there as quickly as possible. So while the cab-driver was talking to a woman, e& 


sf evidently about me, I grabbed my suit-case and ran down the stairs and out into 


the street. Iwas now feeling frightened and uneasy. I went up to a policeman 
who directed. me to a 6 safe Bae for the night. I didn't even understand the 
language. — : 


It was through the church that I made friends,and I met new acquaintances here, 


I joined the Guodish Methodist Qhurch in Chicago although in the old country my 


parents were Lutherans, and I had been baptized into the lutheran faith. I belonged 


tp the Methodist @hurch here for a number of years. They were not as strict as the 


Lutherans about dencing and having a good time. I believed in God and in going 


to church, but I also wanted to have fun and enjoy life, I went to dances when I 


was home in the old country, and this was another thing that I was criticized for 
doing. But I loved to dance. During the winters at home I would hike miles in 

the snow and cold to get to a dance. Often my long heavy skirts were wet and 

frozen to the knees when I got home from tramping through the snow. It was a wonder 


that I didn't die of consumption. During the winter, it vook forever for the 


Pintees to dry after they were washed. Often when I went out I put on underclothes 


s 


that were almost wet. ly sister and I Slept in a small store-house across the 


yard from the house, and we often ran back and forth through the snow barefooted, 


‘There were quite a few cases of T. B. among the young people. I knew several in 


the neighborhood of my home who had died of it. 
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ing, here in Chicago I belonged to the aneree and I also had a 


He net many young people through the beagles the atmosphere was 


able and nappy It was here that I met the man whom I later married. I imagine 


here were many “matehes" like this made through the church. My husband was from 
‘the’ southern eiry oe Sweden and had only been in this country two or three years 
when I first met him. He came here a regular “greenhorn" directly from a small 
farm in Vermland. At the time that I met he was working as a carpenter. He had 
fi eved ao" this trade since coming to America. ‘So many of the immigrant men got 
into the building trades. “He was a hard worker, and he did his work well, but he 
never got any farther van working for somebody else. te never became a boss or 
a contractor ne his own, We hed many friends who were contractors ehébesses and 
bosses on big building jobs, and they were not any “smarter” than my husband. 
We had a nice enough home and enough left over for fairly decent clothes and 


plenty to eat. Wie managed to build and own a two-flat house in Chicago. We had our 


home in one flat and rented out the other one. Both my own and my husband's positinn 


here was far better than we had ever had in Bweden. I am sure that neither one of 
us could have done as well if we had stayed in the old country. At the time when 
we came over, there seemed to be plenty of room for all, and there was work enough 
as far as I could tell. My husband was big and ae fenrone: He worked as much as 
any two ordinary men. He simply could not take it easy on the job or even work 
with any degree of moderation. I guess the men who worked with him didn't like 
it much. For many of them it was physically ampossi.ple a keep up with him. 
Naturally the boss liked it, and my husband had work when others were laid off. 
But this was during his best sng He aantante keep up this pace forever. So 


after a number of years he decided to leave the city and get a farm where he could 


work fore» himself, He was now getting older, and he knew that he couldn't keep 


up with the terrific strain of working for bosses much longer. 
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sh ge les on the farm,and it took rciaee of hard work. I don't 
beliove that a city dweller moving out on a farm can meke much of a success of it. 
au, Both my husband is a3 Ee as, raised on the farm and there was no one to drive you to 
oa ti was ee a enjoy ae freedom so very long. We had only been on the farm 
about four years when he died. He was then about fifty years old. 

Our two daughters were at the high school age when we moved to the farm, 

During the time that we were on the farm, they both ereduated Gren high school. 
The eldest girl went to normal college as she wanted to be a school teacher. 
About the time she had finished her normal training she got married. ‘The young 
man Pueueahe married was our neighbor. And now this Son#in-leaw and my daughter 
have taken over our farm. There isn't much money to be made on it, but it is 

a home for us. My younger daughter married a young man whose home is here in the 
west. 

I have always enjoyed the companionship of my two daughters, and I have tried 
to keep my point of view sympathetic towards the younge I believe that my own 
nature and temperament are of the kind that keep a youthful outlook on things 

longer than oe Although now I am beginning to feel the weight of years. Through 
myé experience when I was young I should have learned tolerance if it can be learned. 


+ 
My elder daughter has more of my temperament, but she will never have the robuste 


ness of personality or Sade hi that I had as a girl, My life was different, of 


4 


course, from that which my daughters have experienced, They have always been 
protected and sheltered, Although I must say that my daughters have developed their 
mental capacities much more than I ever did, Outside of the meagre seheadia ius fe 
I received in the village school in Sweden, there was no effort on my part or 
serans else to open my mind to anything intellectual. I was bright enough, but 

my environment was such that there wa as ee stimulus for anything outside the 

fie; . Cem terre 
trtotly vblliterian was: aor I never contacted those things that might 


The circumstances of my life were never such > 
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‘ the New Thought teachings, boa I received a great deal of 
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p and inspiration from Se are Although, at the time tug rat poe Sena to the 


7 denounced these same teachings utterly. To ss hen, ee were absolutely 
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“came to America in’ (1898). (Woman ) 


Ivwas born in a village in the eastern part of Sweden, a few 
mites from Sundsval.e We lived on a small farm and our circumstances 
were the same as thousands of other peasant families who represent the 

+ largest part of the population of the country. 

d We were nine children in the family. My father had all-he e 
could do to get along and to provide his large family with the bare ne- 
cessities of life. Many times we had to scimp very closely on even-the 
most necessary items. We probably had enough to eat or at least asmuch 
as was good for us to have. We were not fastidious and as each one of w& 
us had our allotment pretty well doled out to us we didn,t get a chance 

. to become gluttons. Tthere was always porridge and fresh milk but with 
sO many mouths to feed there wasn,t so much for each one and the cream 
had to be skimmed off the milk. We only had the one cow on the farm Br 
to supply us with milk and butter. At the table my mother would look a 4 
round to see that the children had enough to eat and many times there hee 
was: very little left for her. Theré was always a straining to stretch | 
provisions so that they would go around.To get enough food was the main 

problem. We could get along with almost anythinf to wear as long as & 49 
it was warm enough for the winter. Tihere was no thought of style or of 
how we looked. A new dress was not to be thought of,let alone a reality, 

T he heavy homespun materials lasted forever. The younger children 
g@ rowing into the older ones clothes. 

In a household like ours the older children soon had to shouid~ 
er responsibility and concern for the younger ones. This is harder for 
some children to do than it is for others because some do not give in a& Li 
easily as others. I was next to the eldest of the girls. My elder siste? 
was only a year older than I but we were entirely different in tempera- 
ment and behaviour. My sister was the quiet type and easily managed. 

Even as a small child I was hard to rule and my temper was vicious. Lh 
Mother told me of how I would lie on the flaor kicking and screaming if ite 
I didn,t get my own way. These outboursts would go over as quickly as 1) 
they came and I could be very nice when I wanted to. As my sister and At 
I grew older there was also a vast difference in our attitude towards | 
our chores and in taking care of the younger brothers and sisters. I we 

.would fight with the little ones and was always making them cry. And at 
the first opportunity I would be off shasing around the neighborhood Bm» 
leaving the work and responsibility on my sister. Living on the farm 
as we did, and with ao many children in the family there was always ) 
plenty of work to be donee My sister assumed more than her share of we 
work and responsibility and she never grumbled about it. ¢ 

Mother also used to tell me of how I kept her in Hotoweter 

4 with the neighbors most of the time. I was always teasing the children 

_ “ef the neighborhood and calling them all sorts of names. I dontknow 

why I did it but I loved to keep things stirred up and I certainly got: 

Sherr "goats". 

It was with a sigh of relief that my mother saw me depart 

i for the nearest town where I was to work as housemaid in a fairly sub- 

3 stantial femaiy- middle -class family. I was only fifteen at this time 

. but -I was big and strong for my age. I was fully developed. My elder 
sisterhad to leave home and find work too,as the younger ones came a- 
long. But whenever we were free or out of work we went back home until 
our next job. My sister would fall right into line and help with the wm ae 

work on the farm as soon as she was home again. But I believe they wer@ f ¢ 
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all happier when I was aways LI realize now that it must have been a 
great hardship on my poor family during the times that I didntt have 
work and had to stay homee I had become a little more sophisticated 
in the city and I was very fond of clothes. I enjoyed dressing up. 
During these times when I had to stay home I dressed in my long, sweep- 
ing skirts and I always wore a hat just as they did in the city. Womens 
hats were especially obnoxious to these plain simple people out in the 
country. They actually thought that it was sinful for a woman to wear 
a hat. The women here wore black silk kerchiefs on their heads when ® 
they dressed for church and holidays. Their costume was a black skirt 
and jacket. When I attended church wearing my: city clothes and a haton 
my head I created a furore among the native villagers. I was a bone 
of dissension between the old ladies and some of the younger ones too. 
My mother begged me to dress like the others and do away with the fric- 
tion and gossip . Thes® people felt that any show of vanity in dress or 
“ behavior was a sure sign that one had gone to the devil. T hey were very 
puritanical and everything was a sin to them. They were so narrow- Rh 
- minded that it is almost unblievable. My mother was well-liked among 
Renee neighbors otherwise she woul@ have been blamed and highly cenBored 
for my conduct. But, as\it was, they merely felt sorry for her andssym- 
pathized with her for the trials and tribulations that she was suffer- 
ing because of me. They would always console her with the fact that th® 
rest of the family were exemplary in every way. I didn't mind all this 
gossip and talk a bit. I quess that I really took a delight in doing 
the things that provoked it. They were so self- righteous and narrow- 
minded about everything. Anything outside of their s mall village and 
mode of life was entirely wrong and subject to the most scathing crities 
cism. I was very good- looking as a girl and I enjoyed flaunting myself 
in front of thier pinched-up, sniffing nosese I also had a sharp 
tongue in my head and they got all they asked for if they said anything 
directly to me. But it was over the coffee- cups amd anongst themselve®@ 
that they filled in their time with gossip. 

At the age of twenty I was ready to leave my native land. I 
was going to America. I had heard so much of this wonderful country 
and of the golden opportunities to be found here. I also thought of how 
different everything would be in outlook and environment. Ff ie 

It was hard to leave my parents and all my brothers and siste*”' 
Underneath my obstrreperousness I had a deep devotion #6 for my home an& Xt 
family. I was of an 1 emotional nature. My feelings underneath 
my seething actions were ndét mean or debased. My feelings were as tru& 
and fine as those who were quiet and submissive on the outside but re- 
bellius (revolting) within. At least everything that I did was in the 
open. T he parting from my family was the first real,sad experience of 
my life.In. going so far away the chances were that I would never see & 
them again. But I was adventurous enough to enjoy the idea of a newand 
entirely different environment. Several of my personal friends and 
school-mates were already in America. They wrote letters home telling 
about how wonderful everything was over here and how fine they were get— 
along. I was the first one in our family to break away. ~ So many familie? 
were split up; at least one out of the family had left for America. I i 
decided to go to Chigago. I had one or two friends there that I could | 


possibly get in touch with; but that was all, : 
After a terrible voyage crossing the Atlantic, I finally arrived 


in America. Our trip onthe ocean was so rough that I thought that. we | 
must surely go to the bottom. B ut I. didn®t care much wether we did or i 
not I was so sea-sick.When I left the boat on this side I didn't look iE 
quite as rosy and plump as when I left home. But I was strong and & 7 

healthy. JI lived through it and it didn't take me long to recuperate. 
I came over steerage. I had a big lunch from home that lasted me dur- 
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ss trip over. I still had part of it left when I arrived in ‘Chicago. But 

ery appetizing and I was anxious to try some of the food that was so temptingly dis- 

3d along the way. I remember the first tomatoes that I tried to eat. It look 

gs and perfect. The first bite was a horrible dissapointment and it was a long time before 

I had the courage to try it again. I liked bananas a little better although at first they 

seemed tastelees and insiped. Gradually I got so that. I enjoyed all of the new delecacies. 0 

On the farm, in Swedenm we were not accustomed to any variety in our food. In the city, when 

I was workingm there was a greater variety to choose from but even in the city the poorer ears 

for Pees and special occasions. 

oe “ Waen I arrived in Chicago I immeadiately got in touch with one of my girl friends 

from home. She had been here about two years. Ke het-vter-berecasort seo. Through her 

I got work as a housemaid in a large home. I didn?t get much pay but everything looked <guge 

perfectly grand and promising to me. I had my board and room so that the thredor four 
dollars that I recieved per week were my own. I owed for a part of my trip over here but 

; I felt that I could easily take care of that. For the present I was anxious to buy a new hat 

and shoes and to dress according to the newew styles heres I looked pretty countrified and 

Ps poor in my finery from home. I was all eyes to see what the girls in America were wearing. 

j It wasn't long before I was rigged out as fine as anyone in my class. In my natural state 

i 

i 
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Bete rts | 


I had a very good figure but those were the days of the hour-glass silhouette. The only way A 
that ont could possibly have the figure that was in style was to lace- up in the steel-ribbed 
corsets that were Bien worn at the time. I laced so tightly that it was a wonder I could 
breathe. It was pretty hard on a strong and robust peasant constitution but I didwit not 

_ falter when it came to being in style and I certainly looked the perfect, stylish capes 
those days. Even the simple clothes that I could afford looked like a million dollars o 
me. The ewlthy women for whom I worked could well look upon me with envey as I started out 
out on my day off, Dressing up was really my whole life and enjoyment. 
I had a funny experience whwn I arrived in Chicago. It might have turned out badly 


: 
; 
(ra 
a 
‘a 
- 


— 
for me. I arrived at the station late at night. I was all alone. After leaving the train I 


walked out to the street. I stood there on the sidewalk in front of the statuin, with my 
_ suit-case in my hand and wondering where to go. I was a little confused and dazzled by 
_ the lights and commotion around me. A cab drew up at the curb and I stepped into it, think- 
_ ing that I would go to a hotel. I don't remember whether I had any particular addressg or at 
not . But at least demesdte the driver understood that I wanted to get to a hotel for the night. 
_ He could tell of course that I was a greenhorn. He drove around and I had no ydea of where he 
wastaking me. Finally he stopped in front of a place and escorted me up the stairs. I held 
on to my suit-case in which I had all my belongings. Just as we got to the head of the stairs 
the doors on either side of the hallway flew open and in each doorway was a woman poking her y 
head out to see whom was arriving. Green as I was, and knowing nothing of the ways of the 
world, I didn't like the looks of it. My intuition and fear more than anything else told me 
to get out of there as guickly as possible. So while the cab-driver was talking to a woman 
evidently about me, I grabbed my suit-case and ran down the staire and out into the street. 
I was now feeling frightened and uneasy. I went up to a policeman who directed me to a safe 
place for the night. I didn't even understand the language. 
. It was through the church that I made friends and met new acquaintences here. , 
I joined the Swedish-methodist church in Chicago although in the old country my parents were 
‘Lutherans and I had been babtized into the Lutheran faith. I belonged to the Methodist church 
here for a number of years. They were not as strict as the Lutherans about dancing and having 
@ good time. I lmemme believed in God and in going to church but I also wanted to have fun 
and enjoy life,. Luc@ieto %I went to dances when I was home in the old country and this 
was another thing that I was criticizéd for doing. But I loved to dance. d weett-hike-mites 
Y itsthe-snomend ch During the winters at home I would hike miles in the snow and cold 
| to get toa dance. Often my long, heavy skirts were wet and frozen to the knees when I got ‘wo 
| home from traipsing through the snow. It was a wonder that I didn't die of consumption. 
- During the winter it took forever for the clothes to dry after they were washed. Often 
when I went out , I put on underclothes that were almost wet. My sister and I slept in-a gel — 
| small store-house across the yard from the house and we often ran back and forth through 
| the snow barefooted. There were quite a few cases of T. B. among the young people. I knew 
several in the neighborhood of my home who had died of it. 
As I was saying here in Chicago I belonged to the church and I also had a good 
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young people through the church and the atmosphere was sociable 
eee that I met the man whom I later married. JI imagine there were many 


ly been in this country two or three years when I first met him. He came here 


migrant men got into the building trades. He was a hard work end he did his work 
but he never got any further than working for somebody else. He never became a boss 
a contractor on his own. We had many friends who were contractors and bosses on big 
uilding jobs and they were not any “smarter” than my husband. 

pee But we had@.nice enough home and enough left over for fairly decent clotnesand 
“plenty to eat. We managed to buifde and own a two- flat house in Chicago. We had our home 
in one flat and rented out the other one. Both my own and my husband's position here was 


far better than we had ever had in Sweden. And I am sure that niether one of us could have do 
done as well if we had stayed in the old country. At the time when we came over there seemed 


to be plenty of room for all and there was work enough as far as I could tell. My husband w 
was big and very strong. He worked as much as any two ordinary @m men. He simply could not 
take it easy on the job. or even work with any degree of moderation. I guess the men who 3 
worked with him didn't like it much. For many of them it was physicaly impbssetge t@ keep up 
with him. Naturally the boss liked it and my husband had work when others were laid off. 
But this was during his best years. He couldn't keep up this pace forever. So after a number 
of years he decided to leave the city and get a farm where he could wo¥k for himself. He 
was now getting older and he knew that he couldn't keep up with the terriffic strain of 
working for bosses much longer. 


We sold our property in Chicago and bought a small farm in Michigan. We didn't 6 


do so very well on the farm and it took plenty of hard work. I don't believe that a city 


dweller moving out on tm a farm can make much of = success of ‘ate Both my husband and I sem. 


were raised on the farm but that didn't seem to help any. But at least my husband enjoyed 
the work on the farm and there was no one to drive you to death. He was not to enjoy his 


; freedom so very long. We had only been on the farm about four years when he died. He was then 


‘about fifty years old. 
on ur two daughters were at the highschool age when we moved to the 
}. farm. During the time that we were on the farm they both graduated from 
high- school. The elder girl went to normal-college as she wanted to be 
; school- teacher. About the time she had finished her normal training sh 
te pce married. The young man that she married was our neighbor. And now this 
r on-in-law and my daughter have taken over our farm. There isn't much money 
to be made on it but it is a home for us. My younger daughter married a 
young man whose home is here in the west. i 
I have always enjoyed the companionshin of my two daughterspnd 
: I have tried to keep my voint of view sympathetic towards the young. t! 
. lieve that my own nature and temperament are of the kind that keen a youth— 
full outlook on things longer than some. Although now I am berinnine to feel 
the weight of: the years. T hrouch my experience when I was young I should s 


Ls} 
(ae 8 


have learned tolerance if if can be learned. My elder daughter has more of 
may temperament but she will never have the robustness of oersonality aad or 
“ohysicue that I had as a girl. My life was different, of. course, from that 


ear: my daughters have experienced, They have always been orotected and 
ee eres - Although I must say th at my daughters have develoned thter * 
sities much more than I ever did. Outside of the mearre school- 
ieved in the village school in Sweden there was no effort on 
wone else to open my mind to Sa ay intellectual . I was 
but *8e my environment was such that there wes no stimulus 
outside the strictly. utilitarian cs eegteeat T never con- 
jed those things that might have opened up other vistas for me. The cir- 
stances of my life were never such that those things were considered, ; 
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Le I had left the church some time before we moved to the farm. IB 
interested in the New Thought teachings and I recieved a ereat deal of 


a and pa ea ‘oh he them. Although at the time that I belonged to the 


e this made through the church. My husband was from the southern part of Sweden. 


af greenhorn" , directly from a small farm in Vermland. At the time that I met him he 
ing as a sitbanier, He had “picked up“ this trade since coming to America. So many of 
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ey trip bo ‘Ame rice was without incident, at least none 
bay. 77 


“of any importance, It was hard to leave home and especially 


my mother. My thoughts on leaving Sweden naturally went 


* 


Ra te my experience in Stockholin. But when I thought of 
_ vhis, a feeling of such utter desolation surged through me 
that it was like a physical pain and torture. I tried de- 
liberately to drive these thoughts away from my mind. The 
new and interesting scenes that I encountered on the trip 
meade it easier to keep my attention on what was going on at 
the moment. I had a happy and carefree nature and with the 
least encouragement it was easy for me to mt laugh. 
, My déstination was a Small town-in Nebraska. An aunt, 
my mother's sister, lived here. I was to stay with her until 
I could make definite plans and while I was getting used to 
- my new environment. I knew that my mother Hae Gorhi1bd and 
“a ) anxious about me. But she was satisfied in knowing that I 
was to g0 angie ee to my aunt and that I would be taken care 
of. 
ifs a Phe aaten. to leave New pee I wanted to stay there and 


a bale: 
A arrs an luck at the Metropolitan. I knew that I needed a great 


deal of practice ata new training to stand any chance of get- 

meray, 

Hing a hearing. I had also thought of applying to Julia 

i ee a Swedish singer whom I had heard in Stockholm, 
ae ° 


© was now in ia York. But during my two yearw at home 
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the confidence that I had before I began studying. 


was at the station to meet me. 


and a boy of twenty, were still at home. 


Then, 


“Iwould have sung anywhere and for anyone without che slight - 


est hesitancy. 

My ticket was bought straight through to the place where 
my aunt lived. I reached my destination, a ema prairie town, 
‘late in the afternoon. It was during the late part of summer. 
I had been riding across the prairies almost the whole day 
and everything seemed flat and uninteresting to me. My auhh 
I had never seen her before. 
She was a few years older than my mother and she and her hus- 
band had left Sweden about thirty years ago, when they were 
first married. It was only a few minutes' walk from the | 
Station to my aunt't home. This was a Aer, ind frame build- 


ing with a large veranda across the front of the house. There 


were vines Climbing all over this front porch and a big front 


lawn with flower-beds along the walks. It was an attractive 


and comfortable home. The houses along the street all lookea 
about the Same. 

My uncle owned a store here. He sold everything from a 
Spool of thread to farm machinery. My aunt and eaeg ie had 
raised a family of five. The two youngest, a girl of eighteen 
The daughter did 
typing and office work for my uncle and the boy was helping 
him in the store. fhis left my aunt and me together at home 
and I was supposed to help her with the housework. There 
me a great deal of work to be done. My uncle, and my cousins, 


Game home for their lunch, which was more like a dinner, in 


the middle of the day, ‘then there was a big breakfast and 
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the evening meal to prepare, and the washing, ironing and 
all the rest of the housework to do. My aunt had a piano 
GE but I had very little time to practice. There was always 
something to do. In this way, I worked for my room 4nd 
board. hey were kind to me, in their way, but they did not 


| understand me and they had no interest in music or art. They 
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had lived in this same place all their lives, or since they 
left Sweden. Every Sunday they went to church, My auht 
had her interest in the "ladies' aid" and the neighbors, 
who were all of the same type. Jlhey were good, substantial 
peeple but very dull anda uninspiring. I knew tat it would 
be impossible to stay here ycar after year. I would rather 
have died and this seemed almost the only way of escape that 
I had. I would never be ahae to get enough money together 
to get out. At last my opportunity came. I married a 

| widower, a man much older than I, who was going to valifornia. 
I didn't know very mach about Valifornia but I figured that 
=e place would be better than where I was. My aunt felt 
somewhat responsible for me but she had known this man a 
number of years and it seemed that I would be in safe hands. 
Although I had been quite a help to my aunt I don't believe 

) that she was sorry to see me go. There would always have 

| been a home here for me. I couldn't help feeling that I was 

different from them and that we could never quite understand 

7 Gach other. I had written home to my mother about my marriage. 


Knowing the anxiety that I had caused her, I felt that she 
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would probably believe that if I got married there would al- 


ways be someone to take care of me. I knew that I did no 
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love this man and that I never could. But I felt that any- 
thing was better than a slow stagnation in this town. I 
was naturally fearless and at times I have acted foolhardy 
but that was my nature. 

I was married and left my aunt's home. It was two 
or three months before my husband could get his affairs set- 
teled to go west, Vives a real-estate man and was very well 
thought of among the people here. I gained a little prestige 
through my marriage, That did not bother me much. I was 
angzious to get away from it all. ‘I felt stifled. I had been 
here over a year and all I wanted was to get away. I did not 
try to look.too far into the future. I felt as if I were on 
a stage playing a part; it was'not a very heroic part but it 
was the best that I could do. Y%elfishness and self-preserva- 
tion were my dominating characteristics. This man that I had 
married seemed to care a great deal for me. I always acted 
like» a; spoiled. child, towards him. »-iI don't > believe: that. he 
knew much about love anyway. Although I was younger, I knew 
a great deal more about life than he cid. He was not the 
type that ever could understand me. 

After much fuss, and saying: goodbye to relatives and 
friends we finally made our departure. We were now on our 
way to the west and our destimtion was one of the towns in 
southern Valifornia. Here my husband was going into business 


with a friend, selling real estate. My husband was a very good 
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Reeineas man and he and his partner did very well. After we 
had been here about two years my husband and I were divorced. 

By this time he realized that our marriage was a mistake. I 
know that I was glad to be free and I am sure that he was glad 
to get rid of me. There were no children and I did not want any 
alimony. He gave me a small sum when I left him and with this 

I came to wan #rancisco. I had to get work to support myself 
and now I tried singing again, I was able to take singing 
lessons from a teacher who helped me all she could and sik 

tried in every way to get singing engagements for me. In this 
way I got to sing for a few club Batherings, etc. I was anxious 
to get Some thing that would be moré permanent. I wanted to 

Sing over the radio. It was difficult to get a hearing. I 


sang only classical music and I had a foreign accent. At last 


SS eaeemnd 


an opportunity came, through a friend, and I was to get a 
Ghance to try out before the microphone. After waiting and 
Waiting I was finally called down to the studio. When I got 
there nothing was said about my singing. They wanted me to 
take the part of a Swedish house-maid who had just come over. 
i I had my natural Swedish accent but it was not what they ¢x- 
pected a swede to sound like. The experiment was a complete 
flop. I simply couldn't do it. They had tohave something 
that would make the people laugh. I wanted to sing and not 


to act like a clown. I was so disappointed that I nearly cried. 


Finaily I had to get other work. With this work I 
was at least able to make a living for myself. Through the 


kindness of my teacher, who still had faith in me, I was able 
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to continue with my singing lessons. 

It was during this time that I met a young man that 
I likea very much. He was the first person that I had felt 
any real fe@ling for, since I came to America. He was dif- 
ferent from most of the men that I had met here. He was 
Spanish and very dark complexioned. I was Swedish and very 
blond but I was the one who had the temperament. Although 
as I remember later he had temperament and was fiery too. 
Now, as I think of it, with his temperament and mine, I am 
Surprised that nothing terrible happened to either one of us 
during the many serious, almost tragic, times tle t we had 
together, But he was naturally quiet and very considerate. 
He was not a man who would ever nake snyihone yt He took life 
very easy and it was always manana with him. We were married 
just a short time after we met and I know that we hsd a real 


= 


lowe for each other. We did not have any money. He was work- 


ing on a small salary in a warehouse and I kept my job. 


When we were first married we had a tiny home far 
out on-the outskirts of the city. We bought the lot and the 
real estate company put up the little house. The house and 
lot cost us about #3000. The house was so tiny and I was S 
big that it was just like a doll's bash, We bought furniture 
for over 500, on the installment plan. I bought a piano and 
paid yl0 a month for it. We were as happy as children with 
our new toys. 

Although I worked from eight o'clock until five o'clock 


every day and had a three-quarter hour's ride on the crowded 
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street-cars morning and night, this was for me a very nappy 
time. With my husband's and my earnings we were able to pay 
the #50 a month, which included the interest and the peyment 

- of the principal, on our home. Each month we also had the 
payments on our furniture and piano. With the taxes ana eit, 
my husband could not have mangged on his own Salary. Our home 
was cute and cosy. We had a garden in the front and every 
Chance I had, I would be out there working and fixing. My 
husband seemed to enjoy having a home. He almost enjoyed it 
too much. He was satisfied to stay home night after night. 

I was still young and I wanted to gO out and enjoy mys@lf once 
im awhile. He never offered to take me anywhere. I wanted 
to do something besides work and sleep all my life. He considered 
‘me foolish and of course we didn't have much money boapend. I 
started going out, once in a while, with a girl who ae working 
With me. She would introduce me to her boy friends and they 
elways had something to drink. I was good company as long as 
I stayed sober, There was always plenty to drink and I never 
knew when to stop. And when I got drunk, I was absolutely un- 
manageable and strong as an ox. Somehow I always got home 
after these parties but my poor husband was distracted. Now 
the few times that he went out with me I seine so terrible that 
he gave up. He had no control over me either and I had none 
cher myself. I felt awful each time that I went out and got 
drunk and I promised him never to do it again. But as soon 


as anyone offered me a drink I forgot all my good inventions, 
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’ &t last he warned me tlt it could not go on like this. Fin- 


ally, through my conduct, his love and affection for me died. 
I loved him then and I still love him but I couldn't help my- 
self. He took over the house as I wouldn't be able to keep 
up the payments on it. 

shortly after the diworce I lost my job. Now I was 
alone and without work. I saw my ex-husband once in a while 
and during this time he helped me with enough money to keep 
me off the streets. I got another job. I had been working » 
here about six months and I had already had two warnings from 
my boss. He said that if he found me drunk on the job a 
third time that I would have to go. Well the third time came 
and this was worse than ever. I was locked up for three weeks. 
It was only ecm the kindness of friends tmt I was released, 


This time it was serious. I felt fallen and low. At this 


time I happened upon a verse from Shakespeare. This verse said, 


. that it wasn't the fact of how low one had fallen that mattered, 


it was the spirit that made one want toarise from the depths 
that counted. For some reason these words gpunkes gave me 
courage to try again. “A friend of mine, who was a Christian 
scientist, now took me inhana. I. had often thought, before 
this, of attending the Uhristian Seience church. I had no 
particular religion but I have always believed in God. My 
friend alse sent més to ay practitioner. I believe that it 
helped me. I regained confidence in myself. During this time 


E agid not take a drink. Butnow I had no work and no money. 
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I managed to eke out barely enough to pey $10 a month for a 
aE 
| room in a cheap hotel. Whatever food I ate I got through the 


at | Kindness of friends or when I happened 6 have the money for 
ois: a meal, I kept on coing to the practitioner and I went to 

| Ghurch more or less regularly. IL had igst my job in the early 
" Spring. It was now October. I had $15 coming to me when I 
lost my job, this and the little that I had been able to make 
off and on was all that I had for months. I was getting des- 
perate for work. Finally in November I got a very good job. 

it was the same kind of work that Ihhad been doing before. I 
oe was overjoyed. I could hardly believe that I was to have 
Some work and be able to earn some real ioney again. It seemed 
too good te true. 

‘I had been working tn my new job about five months. 
things were going along fine for me. I was getting a very 

f good Salery and I had been able to pay off on some of my debts. 
T owed the practitioner quite a sum, I went out with some new 
acquaintances one evening. The next morning I was still drunk 
but I went to work. That finished me there. I was let out 
that days I believe that they locked me up for a time then, 
boo... J don't remember. I have been able to get some work. I 
ar for a woman but I guess I got too sassy so she 


haa 8 let me go. I may go home to my mother. 
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fs the countryside were the small farms where each family got tedmer living from them 
Boiks On the Stale where I was born we were able to keep two or three cows, a few 
pigs, and eehnatighs kaha: The vegetables that we used were raised in the garden. 
Enough wheat and rye for our own bread and grain for the animals we also raised. 
Everything that we ate came from our own farm and was prepared by us at home, 

Only the small kegs of salt herring, which is so imuch a part of the Scandinavien 


diet, was shipped to us from a nearby city. 


It was the same way with our clothing and household linens. They were all made 


J 


at home. We would spin and weave through the long winter evenings. The imitting 
of stockings and mittens for the Be ncte would also keep mother and the older 
girls busy. Then in the Seder iine the women would be out in tue peta working 
along with the men. aah ‘ 


The house in which we lived had only two rooms and a kitchen, but this kitchen 


| 


was the main room. It was very lerge,and most of our activities were centered theres! 
One of the other smaller rooms was kept in order for receiving more or less formal et 
guests, and the other was a bedroom. There were also two built+in beds in ens! 
kitchen which were used to sleep in. 

: 


The barn was a very important building on any farm. The animals were as well” 


Ty 


eared for as tke family. During the long winters, the cattle had to be protected a) 
from the cold. A cow getting sick Ga a eetact be a tragedy. 

There were seven in our family, five children, my mother and my father. We 
Dr aiaren walked three miles to school. During the winter we trudged through the s 


the younger children along with the older ones. In this way we got whatever edu 


tion that was thought necessary. We were taught reading, writing, spelling, and 
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arithmetic, some geography and history, and last but not least, our religious 
training taught from the bible and the ecatachism. Our religious traistus was also 
in the hands of the minister, who,- through church, Sunday school, and confirmation 
classes, kept our minds directed on the at ay EA : 

Christmas and mid-swamer were the big events’ of our lives. The Christmas 
and Bos aes celebrations lasted along into the new year. In every home, be it 


f 


large or small, there was much cooking and/ sm si:kinp me baking and brewinge The 


tn ee 


Christmas Bye-e tree had to be ut and Beeeraa home from the woods. Copper kettles, 
floors, everything was scrubbed wntil/it shone. then Christmas Eve came,all was 
in order and neat as a pin. The whole house was decorated with evergreens. ‘Then, 
with the candles lighted, the family and friends would sit down to a feast that 
the women had been preparing for days in advance. The Cristmas fairy had left pFeseR- | 
presents underneath the tree, and there was’ always something for each of the child- 
ren. Then to bed, for on Gisetaitenas morning we were all up and ready for church at 
four asm. And that meant éveryone, those mio,vede and those on foot, came throhgh 
the darkness of the early morning to the little church with its flickering lights of 
candles at the windows glad on the alter. Everywhere were branches of evergreen, 
It was all simple and impressive. The youngsters would sit there in awe and wonder- 
ment until sleep would overtake them at last. Many of the older ones had a hard time \ 
keeping awake, especially through the long sermon. But asleep or awake, there tae H 
; er | 
a spirit over them that was different from the everyday life that most of them knew. | 
Mid=-summer day /in contrast with Chirtébinas Was a truly pagen holiday. There | 
wag dancing and the raising of a meyp may-pole in e¢lebration of the returning 
Sun after the long dark winter. 
Although material things were not plentiful at home, and though we were soon | 
taugh®k to make Subolves useful, there was something sbout the natural and j 
| 


healthy life in which we lived that made us happy and contented. And, of course. we | 
¥ : } rhe ) r) | 
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pene Sone. So it was with a sad heart when I was sixteen years old that plans had to 
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t took more to feed us all. I could at least earn my own food and lodging by 


| 
My ie 


brother had left home some time before this. With luck he would now be well on 
his, way to America. He had left Sweden because of the eompulsory military trainin 
vik 
that all men of age were forced to take. 


one light headed, One could smell the hundreds of wild flowers along the way and 


é 
: 
The morning I was to leave the air was so fresh and clear that it almost neat 
a | 
| 
here and there the lilac bushes nodding their fragrance over the fence pickets as | 


we went by. It was a morning like that, and I was driving with a neighbor to one | 
of the nearby towns where I was to work as a maid in one of the better homes. At | 

Z . 

i 

first I earned only my food and lodging. For some time to come I would still be 


wearing my homespun clothes. I was untrained as far as any routine work was any 
Coy vest { 


a ed, but I stayed on ares I became a little more proficient. I then received a 
salary of two crowns per month. On the occasional visits I made home I could now | 
| bring them a few trinkets from the city. It was the only happiness thet I coul | 
Pid Dae shen: | 
The future was not any too bright for me there. So when my older brother, 


_—~—s who was then in America, offered to help me with a ticket to Chicago where he was 
- 


( UANE Nae 
then living, I accepted gladly. I was then twenty-two. 


Again there was the sad-.parting from home, but this time I was going so much 


_ farther away that to all of us it seemed the farewell forever. but 1 finally 


started away in high hopeé that America was the most wonderful place in the world and 


I came to Chicago without knowing anything of the language. My brother, who. he 


1» Was the only person whom I knew. But through friends of theirs 
A a . ¢ £ + \ A ; ‘ 
€ ina large family. 1 received two dollars and fifty 
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oz felt Luby and at te in this new country. My friends were foe 
apicee tuece t mat through the church of which I had been a mamber since I 


Sonn 
- first came Noy America. 


I met ahd married a Swede who had already been in this country several years 
before I met him. He was then working as a day laborer, but he did not care much 
A for city life, and we wanted a place of our own some day. So we decided to stake 


? 


homestead in northern Minnesota. We finally got our homestead. My husband and I 


worked from early morning until night. It was lucky for me that I had been used to 


_ hard work ever since my childhood and that I was satisfied with very little. Our 
‘home was a cabin in the wilderness, The first years of ourilife here I don't be- 
lieve any one could have worked any longer or harder than my husband and I. We 


cleared the ground and built what shelter we had. But at last it was ours. We had 


@ place we could call home. 


ae i¢ ek te ea , 


PAOeY, TRIS on Bae HRT at soo yokes ie ii ‘ole BAe + bo tetany Papel alae 
c : , t i \ ie 5 : = : ne: oT ae 


} 


eteeks syne 3 va abion ROI na 


+ 


7A 8B onodt fata oda Bai 


vi Faces Oe. soa areEN | 


SRO ee ses 


ioe 
Bi ee) eee 
LK?) “SEH 


car 
watery, 


Saucy Seen ita 


a 1870--Varmland, Sweden. 
Came to America 1895--Woman 


I was born in a village in Varmland, a southern province of Swéden. 


oh ia out the countryside were the small farms where each femily got their living from tt 
fessis On the place where I was born we were able to keep two or three cows, a few 
pigs, and some chickens, The végetables that we used were raised in the gariengs a 
Enough wheat and rye for our own bread and grain for the animals we also raisede — 
Everything that we ate came from our own farm and was prepared by us at home, : 
Only the small kooge of salt herring, which is so imch a part of the Seandinavios 
aa diet, was shipped to us from a nearby city. a 
It wag the same way with our clothing and hosehold linens. They were all 
at home, We would spin and weave through the long winter evenings. The Initting i 
of stockings and mi hone for the household would also keep mother and the older 
i. : is girls busy. Then ts the summertime,the women would be out in the fields working : 


along with the men. 


was the main room. It was very large,and most of our activities were centered ther 
One of the other relay rooms was kept in order for receiving more or less formal — 3 | 
guests, and the ather was a bedroom, There were also two built-in beds in the | 
kitchen which were used to sleep in. 
a, | Sie The barn was a very important building on any farm. The animals een as well i 1 ‘ 
A | i me ss eared for as the family. During the long winters, the cattle had to be protected 
from the cold. <A cow getting sick or gying would be a tragedy. ft 
There were seven in our family, five children, my mother and my father. We 
-ehildren walked three mi’es to school. During the winter we trudged through the snow, 
the younger children along with the older ones, In this way we got whatever os | 
: . ‘tion pent was thought necessarye We were taught reading, writing, spelling, and | 
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4G. arithmetic, some geography and history, and last but not least our religious 


Be et 
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training taught from the bible and the ecatachism, Our religious training was also 
in the hands of the minister, who, through church, sunday school, and confirmation | 
classes, kept our minds directed on the spiritual. 

Christmas and Mid-swmer were the big events of our lives. The Christmas. 
and New Year celebrations lasted along into the new year. In every home, be it 
large or small, there was much cooking and bebkénugee baking and brewingse The 
Christmas Bve-e tree had to be cut and dragged home from the woods, Copper kettles, 
floors, everything was scrubbed until it shone, Vihen Christmas Eve came,all was 
in order and neat as a pine The whole house was decorated with evergreens, Then, 


with the candles lighted, the family and friends would sit down to a feast that 


the women had been preparing for days in advance. The Cristmas fairy had left presen- 


presents underneath the tree, and there was alweys something for each of the child- 
ies: Then to bed, for on Christmas morning we were all up and ready for ania at 
four setts And that meant everyone, those who rode and those on foot, came throhgh 
the darkmess of the early morning to the little church with its flickering lights of 
candles at the windows and on the alter. Everywhere were branches of evergreen, 


It was all simple and impressive, The youngsters would sit there in awe and wonder- 
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4 
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ment until sleep would overtake them at last, Many of the older ones hed a hard time | 


keeping awake, especially through the long sermon, But asleep or awake, there was 

a spirit over them that was different from the everyday life that most of them kmew. 
‘Mideswimer day in contrast with Ckhrathas was a truly pagan holiday, There 

wad dancing and the raising of a meyp may-pole in céiebration of the returning 

sum after the long dark winter. 
Although material things were not plentiful at home, and though we were soon 


teught to make ourselves useful, there was something about the natural and 


healthy life in which we lived that made us happy and contented, And, of course, we 
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a5 | oe 
oa ee be ade for-wy lemving. The younger ones were growing up; there was less room, fA 
Be Jena it took more to feed us all, I could at least earn my own food and lodging by | 
hiring out to some larger farmehouse, or go to one of the nearby towns. Wy older 
brother had left home some time before this, With luek he would now be well on 
his way to America. He had left Sweden because of the compulsory military training +& 
‘ that all men of age were forced to takes a 
The morning I was to leave the air was so fresh and clear that it almost made 
ene light headedg One could smell the dated of wild flowers along the way and 
here and there the lilac bushes nodding their fragrance over the fence pickets as 
we went bye It was a morning like that, and I was driving with a neighbor to one 


of the nearby towns where I was to work as a maid in one of the better homes, At 


‘ first I earned only my food and lodgings For some time to come I would still be 

: wearing my homespun clothes, I was untrained as far as any routine work was concern} 
¢ Mie ed, but I stayed on until I became a little more proficient, I then received a 

| salary of two crowns per month, On the occasional visits I made home I could now 

x bring them a few trinkets from the city, It was the only happiness that I hasta 

. } give thems 


The future was not any teo bright for me there. So when my older brother, 
who was then in America, offered to help me with a ticket to Chicago where he was 
then living, I accepted gladly. I was then twenty-two, 

Again there was the sad parting from home, but this time I was going so mch 

SU stich pueh Wigk dn atl af un dh wasted the Lurewéli fovevers. Dut I finally 
started away in high hopeé that America wos the most wonderful place in the world and | 
that if I could only get there everything would be perfect, It wight even bg that 

mY | > my brother and I could endy+get-theve bring the rest of the family over in a few 
years. 

I came to Chicago without imowing anything of the language, My brother, who 
was then married, was the only person whom I knew, But through friends of theirs 


s soon employed as maid in a large family, I reeeived two dollers and fifty 
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The work was hard, but I was strong and heal ty. I was weotlde sant | 
Bg making new friends, and learning a new languages So the first years” 2 
pee felt happy and at home in this new comtry. My friends were mostly 
Swedish. These I met through the ehurch of which I had been a mamber since I 
first came to America, 

er I met and married a Swede who had already been in this comtry several years pes 
TRL | before I met him, He was then working as a day laborer, but he did not care much 

ce Ayia for city life, and we wanted a place of our own some day. So we decided to stake a 
Nee homestead in northern Minnesota, We finally got our homestead, My husband and I 
«2 % | worked from early morning witil night, It was lucky for me that I had been used to_ 
hard work ever since my childhood and that I wes satisfied with very little, Our 
home was a oabin in the wilderness, The first years of ourllife here I don't be- 

Oe ail lieve any one could have worked any Senger or harder than my husband and I. We 


¢leared the ground and built what shelter we had. But at last it was ours, “We had 


a place we could call home, 
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Game to America in 1922. (Man) 
; ae 


I was the eldest in a family of fifteen children. I have been on my 


ee I was fourteen years old. I was born in Goteborg on the western coast 
of Sweden. Goteborg is the second largest city in Sweden and is connected 
‘with Stockholm on the eastern coast by the "Gota Canal." Goteborg is an ine 
dustrial town as well as the main port seaport of Sweden. , 
I-wes-bern 0 nif 
The home where I was born was on the outskirts of the tows .My 
| father had a small government position as an inspector on the docks. We lived 
comfortably enough as I remember but my fathers salary didn't reach so far 
‘with a family like ours. Our home was pew a plain two-story wooden building — 
heite quite a large plot of ground around it. At the back of the house we had 
a large vegetable garden and fruit trees. We kept our own cow and a horse. ! 
Our place wasn't kept up especially well with all the children climbing all- 
over. We were all of us at about the age when we couldn't do much more than 
tear things to pieces. There were nine boys and six girls in our family. * 


/ 
| 

My brother and I were the two eldest. I had left home before the two youn- | 
est were born but even so it was more like a boarding-house than a home es- 
_ pecially at meal-times. Believe me it took some cooking, work,and a goodly 
i supply of food to satisfy us. Parents who raise a family like thiis deserve 


. a medal or something. I can't say that I have meny distinct Se 


other way around. I had been used to so many people around me ever since | 
es I could remember that when I got away from home I was somewhat isolated. My } 
at (first job was as an apprentice to a printer. Here I worked just for my keep. 

x 


of my childhood days. It seemed that I had hardly become conscious of myself 


| 


hs 
6 


and my home before I was out in the world. The fact of my leaving home didn't 
have amy the immediate effect of widening my sphere any. It was almost the ef 


This place was a little distance from my home but the man was a friend of my " 
fathers so my parents knew that I would have good treatment. ‘hich I had. | 
I learned pretty fast and I was quick in my work. My boss liked me and I 
| stayed here until I was sixteen years old. Then I had a chance to get 
into a machine shop.I liked mechanical work and I didn't care to be a printer 
all my life. I have stuck to the machine trade ever since and up until the -~d2 
/¥eet past +e few years I have always had a good job at it. I worked in my . 
heme home town Goteborg during the last ten years that I was in Sweden. This — 
town besides being sn-induseris the principal western port is also quite } 
an industrial citys I would probably have been better off had I stayed in 2 
Sweden. But I am not sorry to have seen as much of the world as I have in +¢ 
the past few years. When I left Sweden it was during the worst period of 
unemployment that the country had ever known. But Sweden having had a great de 
deal of experience in state or government intervention and control during 
\ the war had been able to meet and to a considerable extent handle the crisis. 
a The first unemployment relief commission had been formed during i 
the first few monthe of the world war. At this time it looked as though Hi 
certain industries would have to shut down for lack of materials due to the 
difficulty of import. because of the war. This first crisis did not material- 
4ze and the commbssion could have been dropped the . It was only kept up 
because of a number of stone workers,about 14,000, whose stone industry on 
the stony cliff coast off Halland» andB Bohuslan had become completely para- 
lyzed , as it depended on the export of paving stone to Germany, Russia, PSL 
Polland, and etc.. During the first year of the war the owners of the ine 
dustry tried to keep the workers together and helped them as best the could, 
r. thinking that the war would soon be over. But finally the Government had ) 
to step in and take control of the situation, It was deeided=by-the turned 
over to the Unemployment Relief Commission. The Commission decided that the 
_ majority of these stone workers would be able to find other employment timo 
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throughout the country and they were also used to the sea and fishing. A 
great many of these men found work in agriculture. as there was a scarcity 

of farm workers in the country due to the flocking of workers into the city 
and into industry. Because of war conditions industry was now booming. The vat 
storle=workers unemployed stone-workers had for the most part found these 
alternate jobs by themselves. The Work-Relief Commission did not step in 
until there weme was only about one-quarter of the stone workers that had 


not been ablr to find any other work. Some of the older workers and those 


with large families, ete., were left in their former trade and environment. | 
These men who were left were given back their setmal.< regular stone work 
as the Government had the different cities put through their orders for pav- 
ing~stones to supply their needs for years ahead. Other work had also tocbe 
found for these workers so as to give them enough enployment to live. The | 
forest society "skogs sallskapet" of Goteborg, a group off people who were imbe 4 
interested in and who worked to interest communities ,etc., in the preserva- 
tion and replanting of old and neglected forest land. The stone workers 
were taken up into this work throughout the country. This was during I9I6- 
T9117. Al the turn of the year of I9I7 the blockade and the U-boat warfare 
became more acute. Especially was this felt in the import 6 and export of feed 
foodstuffs and the neccesities of life. In the iron and steel works everything 
was booming. Even before the begining of the war about 60% of this output 
went into preparations for war.(Armamants). Be iy 
But at this time there was a decided pressure begining to be felt 1 
throughout industry as the supply of raw materials were diminishing. The . 
bread-rationing made less work for the bakers. The regular summer season 
for out-door painting had to be left out because of the lack of linseed oil. 
The cotton and wool supply began to give out for the textile industry... There 
seemed now to be another stage of the crisis at hand. The Work Relief 
Commission foresaw an extensive dropping off in employmentfrom industry now 
facing the country. But the conditions facing them were not so much of actual 
unemployment as it was of a shifting in the type and place of peoples 
work. There was a scarcity of workers on the farms as so many had rushed 
into the cities and factories when industry had taked such an upturn during 
the first year or two of the war. Now the problem was to get mobility and 
to shift the workers around both in the location and type of their work. As 
a great deal of the work in Sweden is done by workers who shift their type ®© 
of work during the seasons and also from place to place there was already a 
flexibility established. The aim was now to relay the industrial workers ,@ 
as the different industries had to close down for lacktof raw materials, into 
the agriculural and forest work. A systematic plan to do this was formed in 
the spring of I9I7. That the plan was successful was shown through the em 
fact , that although moreand more workers were let out from industry there 
was no marked rise of unemployment. During I9I7 there was very little direct 
relief paid out and this was mostly to bakers and patnters,. Not even the 
unions who had unemployment reserve funds for their members felt any consi- 
derable pressure on their funds at this time. 
Sweden at this time did have to think seriously of intensive 
work on the farms because the country was facing a decided shortage of food 
and grain. The country has never been selfsustaining as far as its grain 
cropse Sweden is also dependent on the import of ceal. There is very little 
caol in the country. With the stoppage of imports the nation was now faced with 
the shortage of fuel. The government now started its fuel Commission. By & 
approximating first the country's need in the way of fuel suppay started mo- 
bilizing all efforts towards securing the necessary supply for industry for 
the railroads and for the people. They then rented or bought the priveliges 
of cutting wood in the forests. Especially in the dense forests of "Norrland, 
in the northern part of Sweden. Men from all over the sountry were put to 
work on the project of cutting the wood supply for the natione The Govern= 
ment's calculations on the fuel need was somewhat overestimated as some of 
the factories, etc, cut their own wood and bought their own forest lands. 
So in this case the Government was left holding the sack,with a big supply 
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of ert Wood “ok hande The people that were put on these projects were all 
suitable to the work and were taken from the ranks of those who had most 
recently gone into industry,and those who had no tradese In this way the 
work was handled without too much loss in time and effort. 
It was during the summer of I9I7 , that Sweden's comparatively large 
textile industry began to feel the effects of the blockade. di the time there 
were about 35.000 workers in this trade. Ofthese there were about 22,000 women 
and 7,000 minors. Goteborg was one of the centers for this industry. The fac- 
tories had plenty of orders on hand and the prices were up,sothat there were 
big profits made. But they had to wait month after month until some kind of 
commercial aggreement with the entente would be made so that the necessary raw 
materials could be shipped into the country. During this uneertain time it 
was to the vest interests of the employers to keep the workers together and w 
with the high profits that had been made in the preceding months they were 
able to pay out a certain amount themselves to the unemployed ,expecting at any 
moment to recieve their cargos and the work then could on in full force. But 
the time went on until Christmas I9I7 and nothing had been done to lift the 
embargo. So now the workers had to apply directly to the state for help. On the 
new years of 19 I8 a state direct relief fund eas put in operation in every comm 
mune throughout the country where there wesre were unemployed textile workers. 
The relief was not extended to any otner trade exceptthe textile trade. Because 
of the many women and children emploued inthe textile works special attention m@ 
had to be given them. They could't be sent out helter ,Skelter through the do 
countryfind now thw commission planned for some kind of work that would give 
them something to do during the long ,dark winter months. Especially was this 
planned for the younger element of these workers. These young workers ,for th 
the most part,had had to leave school and home early in their careers and their 
knowledge and education was neglected. They were now given a twelve to fif- 
teen weeks course in different subjects to keep them occupied during the win- 
ter, The state paid for teachers, school-rooms, heat and light, and materials. 
As they were able to the different communes helped to defray these expenses. 
The students recieved 35 hours of teaching per week. These hours were divided 
into five or six days. The subjects taugnt were cooking, sewing, washing and 
household care, shoe-making, wood-crafts, citizenship, trades laws, reading, wit 
writing, bookkeeping, gymnastics, and singing. There were avout 2,000 students 
in ali. The workers came for the most part without compulsion. And the gover- 
nment hoped in this way to make the time a little less monotonous for the un- 
employed. And everybody hoped that by spring of I9I8 the war would be over 
or else the needed imports would enable the industry to get back to work. 
But in the spring the war continued fiercer than ever. No agreement 
with the entente had materialized. During the Spring and summer there was 
no chance of the textile industry starting up. And now the government was con- 
fronted with the problem of what to do with these unemployed young workers dwet 
during the summer months. fhe commission did not want to overdo the education 
class work in so far that the students would tire of them and there was a possis 
bility that the classes would have to be taken up again in the Fall. By Ape 
April a plan had been completed whereby the textile workers would be eared for 
during the summer months.Work was arranged out in the country for those who 
‘could leave their homes. If for any good reason they could not leave their hor 
homes work was organized so that they could work nearby. -Colonies were get up 
throughout certain parts of the country where the factory workers were sent out i 
in groups picking berries, and light tilling ana grubbing in the soil. Because 
so many synthetic articles had to be used in manufacturing and for many dif- 
ferent uses these young women in overalls working in the fields were called 
"surrogatpojker" or synthetic boys. 


- (Intensive work on the farm lands tobring a maximum amount of #@ yeild was 
fostered in every way by the government. The country because of the blockade 
was now beginning to face a decided shortage in foodstuffs and grains. Sweden 
has never been self-sustaining. At this time the crops had been very poor for t 
the preceeding two years. So a great part of the slack workers were taken up 
from the cities and industry in agriculture). 
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oe was. Tera in Helsingfors, Finland in 1881. I have no real recollections 
of the country as I was brought to the United Statesiwhen I was four years 
of ag9 «by my parents. Now I should'nt say that’ I have no recollection of 
my birthplace, because I do have one ~ a very vivid one- and that is about 
‘all I do recall, due to my age. You'll be surprised when I tell you. Guess 
you're expecting me to tell you about some taagedy, earthquake, shipwreck 
or tidal wave. But it's nothing like that - it concerns a bath, Yes sir, 
just a bath. I do'nt know why, but I always remember it with with a ereat. 
deal of wonderment. Did you ever take a Finnish bath? Do you know what they 
are? Well, just before we came to this country I was reaching the age where 
I understood and was able to talk, and I can still see myself taking my 
first real bath and how terrible it was, You know, Finland is a cold country 
and around Helsingfors snow covered the ground from eight to nine months 
of the year. Well, in the back of our house (as“every house there) in 
_ the yard there was a bath-house. Merely a little "“out-house" built of wood 
and divided into two rooms. One room was'for tre-puxrpege uf undressing. In 
the second room, there was a series of steps. Next to the steps there was 
a sort of oven (open) in which there were large stones. A fire was built 
under these stones quite a few hours in advance of bath~time, then when 
the stones had reached a proper heat, barrels of water were poured over 
them in order to create steam. You then took pine boughs from a box in the 
other room and beat your body lightly. This.was necessary to keep your 
blood circulating, and then you walked in #6 \the room filled with steam « 
to sweat. As you know, steam in a room is denser at the ceiling than the 
floor. That is what the steps were for-- so that you could gradually ascend 
ha into the denser steam without it—being too much of a shock. A child, oh. 
; Brain ig never too young to take these paths =a 


Oe 


goon as he can walk. My Bather, Toivo, saw to it that I took my first ee 

i and ee it right. After all of that procegdure I just told you about, you 

ie run o into the yard stark naked and jump into the snow and roll in it to 

“close - pores., When there is no snow, cold water ig poured over you, out 
in the eee serves the same purpose. 


%. 

A i had one sister and one brother a year and two years older than myself, 

i 2 Casepe ob ively My Father had a small grocery store in front of our home, 

which he and my Mother ran, with the result that we children did not set 

| a great deal of care and were more or less left to ourselves. We were never 

pico in the store-- the back entrance was the nearest we dare approach, 

“which we did frequently to see what we could steal in the "sweet" line 

from the lower stock shelves. Altho%/I did not find it out until later, ; 
the reason my Father decided to sell his store and property was because. it 

was too much for hévand my Mother to raise a family and run the store too. 
He could not run the place alone ~~-could not afford t@ hire a clerk, and 

yet my Mother could not take care of us and help run the store too, so he ; 
ecided to sell. As I also found out later in life, that was not the only 

reason. My at Her hated Russians, and as you know, Finland in those days 


a 
By 


was over~run ead domin . by the Russians. He had therefore decided that 
: he would leave Finland. As hae told,me later, that was the only smart decis- : 
oe. on he ever made during his life.{/ My ther had a cousin, Hinar, who had = 


rneyed to America several years before this, and had finally ended UD oy 
the lumber regions of Northern Michigan where he was making good money 
nd’ seemed to be see adusas from the few letters my Father had received 

; "Herefore, our property was  #i-sold and we all embarked for 
ica. We arrived safely and with no mishaps in New York during.the—hot 
mex and immediately entrained on what I remember as the longest train 
life. The end of the journey found us in Ironwood, “Michigan. 

%.¥" . 
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FINNISH 


We children, as well as the rest of the family were very happy in this 
new country. Real woods, everything so clean and nice. It took us quite 
a while to understand a few words of English and grasp the new customs, 
but there were quite a few Finlanders in that part of the country, so 
_ we did not experience a,great deal of troubleJ/A few months after we 
became settled and my Father was able to speak enough to get along, he 
went to work in the Colby Iron Mine as a laborer. ‘The Iron Mines of 
Michigan, which were later to become world famous were just starting 
about that time. iy fat hex worked a year, underground, but could stand 
it no longer. He was Wot physically built for hard labor and his. former 
store-keeperS experience had softened him too much. At any rate, as he 
later told me, he still had a little lump sum of money left and now spoke 
pretty well, so he and another Finn named Sulo went in partners and opened 
a small general store adjacent to the Colby mine - almost on the property 
line. Now, the Colby Mine had a Company Store just a few hundred feet 
from my father's and Sulo's Stirapatiay before I tell you about this, 
let me ask you, have you ever been around mining districts and "company 
stores? Oh, coal mining regions, eh? Well, that does'nt make any difference 
concerning what I'm going to tell you. You know about *%company stores 
then, They are all the same, whether they be operated by mine owners, soup, 
soap or salt factories. The mine operators worked you hard and long, paid 
you half in cash and the other half in "credit scrip" good at the Company 
store, ich place charged you three times the regular price.//Well, you 
. see my her was a pretty good mixer, and due to the fact that there were 
a a great deal-ef Finns working and living around there, he became sort of 
, a little leader. He really had leadership qualities and would have made a 
good poldtician., Anyway, the Finns looked upon him as their leader right 
from the start. They had a meeting one night and all backed him, promising 
their business if he would open a store and charge fair prices. They all 
agreed to. boycott the Company and refused to accept the script. They re- 
solved to strike, if necessary, to eradicate the “script* evil and demand 
j. their full wages in, cash. And strike they did, the next payday following 
_ the opening of ny fat hess store. Not only did the Finns strike, but every 
 " workman in the miné;> causing a complete shut-down. {/The first night of the 
= strike my father was visited by a group of six men. He did not know who 
rei hey were, but he soon found out. They told him they would give hgyand Sulo 
hours fo take their belongings and stock and move to another part of 
_ town. My father refused,and Sulo became violently angry. Right then, son, 
_ I came mighty near to being an orphan. The leader of the men, a very large 
man, lashed out with his fist and knocked my Mather unconsckous. The rest 
of the men pushed my Mpther who along with us children was terrified, into 
the back room. We heard them fighting with Sulo-- Sulo was evidentdedly 
_ offering resistance and cursing heavily. Pretty soon the noise of the men 
smashing everything they=coukd-in the store stopped, and they left. We op- | 
ened the door and rushed out to my #ather and revived him. He had been kick<4) 
in the face while laying, on the floor and his nose was bleeding. Sulo was 
etyive on the floor and He had been beaten very badly. Very shortly a bunch 
of Finns arrived at our place. They had heard of the commotion down the 
 ~+Toad-end had gathered and cgmey ready for trouble»but were just a little 
bit ‘late. The strike only lasted four days longer, and the men won out, 
‘It had been rumored that the lumberjacks from miles around were going to 
come in from the woods and join up to do battle with the miners. The operat- 
ors were losing heavy money every hour and became scared when they heard 
rumors about the lumberjacks. They granted the demands of the miners 


went to School in Iron wood until I was eleven years old, At that time 
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I quit school to go to work. There was only one job around there for 
an @nexperienced boy and one place to get that job and that was at the 
Colby Mine. They hired me. No one ever heard of child labor laws in 
those days. That was'nt so terribly long ago, either. Geniuses were 
working on electricity and artificial lights, automobiles, etc., but 


is'nt it funny there was no master mind to figure out that it was wrong 


to have young kids ruin their lives working sixteen and eighteen hours 
per day underground under the most dangerous conditions in the country? 
To make a long story short I put in fourteen years with the Colby lines, 
pecoming a full fledged "mule." had to quit? Was laid up with rhumatism 
for a year. During this year ty Mather died. My sister had previously 
married a miner and my brother had gone to Chicago to work in a packing 
plant, so that left me to take care of my Mother and she was not able to 
run the store in any way as she had heart trouble pretty bad. Therefore 
I ran the store and took care of my Mother. Three years afterwards, she 
died of heart trouble. I sold out the store, stock and everything but 

my hat for $800.00. After setfling up for the bajance of my Mother's 
funeral, I had $650.00 left, so I decided to get out of that section of 
the country and go farther West. Nothing around there held any pleasant 
memories. All I could think of was sweating my heart out underground as 
a kid. I'll tell you honestly, I hate anything underground to this day. 
I went down to Chicago, where I visited with my brother for a couple of 
weeks. He said that he could get me a good job in the stockyards and 
urged me to stay. I figured it might be all right if you had lost your 
sense of smell, but as it was I did not fancy the air of Chicago. Well, 
I bought a ticket for Denver, Colorado. I did not have 7.B. but my lungs 
were none too good and I had a feeling that it would'nt "be long." You 
know, tubercular is the one curse of the Finnish people. I do'nt know 
why it is, but they are certainly susceptible to it, and I think that 


there is more of it among them than any other Nationality on the face 


of the earth. I never could understand this, I'll have to look it up. 
Anyway, here's one Finn who did'nt get it, Thank God. 


I stayed in Denver a year. Had no trouble securing steady employment 
there and made a lot of friends whom I have to this day in that city. 
I worked as a cement mixer, janitor and grocery clerk, in that order. 


However, I was getting tired of the City and decided that I would come 


still farther West. But, I did not come alone. I married a very fine 
girl in Denver. I had made her acquaintance while working in the grocery 
there. She's still my wife and still living today, in very fine health. 
So, we left for San Francisco, and here Iam. There is really nothing 
interesting to tell you from that point on. I merely settled down here 
and we led a quiet normal life. JI worked in stores as clerk for a number 
of years, and finally saved enough money to buy this store. I do 'nt 
actively run it anymore, I leave that to my younger partner and my son 
Joe. I have a few things and personal. business to take care of down in 
Central California, and I'm down there quite a bit. I also have a small 
Apple Acreage leased out down at Watsonville, and I'm around there quite 
a bit also. So you see, I'm still pretty active. Yes, certainly I'ma 
citizen, did'nt my Father get his papers before I was of age? Well, that 
makes me a citizen. Yes, I do think conditions are getting better. Oh, 
I'm not so much against the chain stores -- the independant grocers have 
no kick coming. If they do it's their own fault. You know we robbed people 
for many years with our "corner stores", HasHa.s Well, anyway, people 
are'nt half as bad off as they think. Have to be going now, so goodbye. 
Look me up when you are out this way again," 
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4 _ My father often valkea about America, He would often 


ver wisdom of going there. But it was hard to pull 
p etakes, s61l1 the farm, and take a chance on something so 
far away. It wasn't as if there were only one or two persons 
to decide for. We were eight in the family tad ne my par- 
ents. 

. When I was eighteen I left home, and came to this 
pes This gave mé an opportunity of getting here first 

nd seeing how ate ty were. Of what we had heard fro 
friends and PE ot who were already here in America 
they were most enthusiastic about everything here. 

P I went directly to a town in the middle west where some 
friends of my parents lived. Here I got work right away. I 
received vor? little pay. I don't believe it was more than 
two or three dollars per week. I did housework and this meant 
ng everything. Thepe were no set hours. The regular work- 
ig day was anywhere from ten, eleven, twelve hours or as long 
as i was up on my feet, After I had been in America about two 
years my parents decided to come here. I felt that they eane 
cet aon here just as well as in Rye den and there would be a 


ter opportunity for my younger eckiers and sisters here. 


Nee I was able to rent a small house and get a few simple 


hings s for Be This home I had ready for the family when they 
CA RESALE 1 


or ved. They were greatly pleased and they were all happy 
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to be here. Wow we were all together again. I was so happy 
to see my parents and my family again. It was so hard to 
part from them when Tileft Sweden, There are sormany who 
go away and never get to see each other again. My father was 
then about forty years old and he wes soon able to find work. 
At times he would have to go out of town to find it but there 
25 ers enewéh to keep him busy most of the time. He worked as a 
day laborer. I was working and a brother next to me was old 
enough to find steady work. My parents never regretted coming 
to America, Although I don't believe it was any easier for 
my father. He was working hard up until the time he died, at 
: the age of sixty. 
I was a good, conscientious worker when I was young. 
aS soon as I was able to understand and speak the language I 
got work in a much better place. I made more money and I had 
a Ghance to travel with the family that I was working for. 
twice they went to New York and I went with them. We stopped 
at the old “aldorf-Astoria several months each time. While 
on one of these visits to New York I met a German man, ‘The 
man whom i married. He was quite a bit older than I and had 
,- been married before. His wife had been an invalid for many 
. years and they had no family. He was now a widower. He was 
an upholsterer by trade and he had a pretty good business. 


On my last visit to New York I promised to marry him. I went 


‘back ZOxKEX home with the people that I worked for but I was 
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ob going to work any jonger, I was going home to prepare 

for my marriage, I Sued at home with my parents about two 
Months, During this time I had a dressmaker there sewing 2 
beautiful white wool wedding dress. ‘he lady that I worked 

for gave me a lovely lace oguiae to. go,on it, .I was to meet 
ae fiance at the St.Louis fair, We would be married there 

and spend our honeymoon at the fair, il was thrilled and happy. 
I was .then about twenty-three years old. I remember one of 

ay younger sisters wrote my love letters for me during this 
time. I wasn't much of a hand at writing English, My mother 
was not so thrilled about my going away and marrying an absolute 
mare ‘Stranger, But I knew that he was ell right. I was now ready 

| to leave. Again I said good-bye to my home and family. Now 
iowas on my way ‘bo meet my future husbend. TI met him,in Si. 
Louis. We were marrieg and spent a couple of weeks at the 

fair before going back to New York. My husband's upholstery 
Shop was quite far out and we lived in a flat above it. My 
husband had a gé00d trade. He was doing work for the old Waldorrf- 
“Astoria in their expensive suites and he had a well-to-do 
‘glientele. We had been tlarried a year when our first child 

‘was born, I guess I was a mother type as I Cnjoyed the children 
as they came along. It wag ae that I did because there 
Wasn't a year that went by that I wasn't Cither with child 

Or had one at the breast. My letters home were mostly announc- 


> & new arrival. It was a source of great worry to my 


mother. My mother was very intuitive and she mst have had 
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a premonition of my future, 


My husband's business was not going so well now and 


‘he, himself, was not very well. He suffered from kidney 


trouble, During a spell when business was very poor we had 
tO drop his life insurance and he wasn't able to qualify for 
it agsin because of his Sickness, When the youngest one of 
our five children was only three months 014 my husband died, 
With the death of my husband I was left penniless and alone. 


With five small children On my hands. I didn't know which 


way to turn. There was barely enough to give my husband a 


decent burial. My parents had uo money to help me with. I 


believe my mother was deathly afraid of having to face another 
brood of youngsters and poverty. I could work but I had 
been sick since the birth of my last child and I wasn't over 
it yet. I know, at times, when the baby woke up at night I 
would have to crawl on my hands and knees to warm his bottle 
of milk for him when he cried for his food. I don't know how 
I managed to get through those first days and weeks after my 
husband's death, Finally I knew of no other way except to 

60 down to the associated charities end ask them for help. I 
Couldn't see the children facing starvation, At the Charities 
I had to go through so much read tape and questioning that I 
felt worse off than before I went, On top of it ail they 


Couldn't do anything for me because I had my parents. A kina 


and a very nice Swedish couple, who had no children of their 


Own, took my youngest child.. From the time that they first 


had him they kept him as their own. Later on they adopted him 
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tiers were wondertul to him and could give him an 


n ee do. Having the baby off my hands I wasn't guite so 
tied down. I was able to get my two boys into 4 German 
theran orphanage and school for boys, in Yonkérs. Here I 
used to visit them once a month. 1 was now eble to get work. 
as a practical nurse through 4 doctor whom i knew. I was able 
Be the utmost struggle to keep the chilaren and myself in 
food and clothing and a roof over our heads. 

a While my children were small I cared for them in this 
way. When my eldest daughter was bias fourteen I married again. 


eS Were a Swede and with my four children we came out west. 


uy youngest child I had to leave in New York. 
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